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F< M. Sdsurds, H. E. Elliott, ad H. M, Turnbull 


The well-being of the f; r.a family, and the business of f ining, ere 
closely ntorrelntod. A true appraisal of the f rrat unit as s central 
factor in the satisfaction of tauaau aunts re ulres not only' the study of 
pecuniary values, but also an understanding of the frjrca hone and ooi&iunlty. 

Rural economists in Western Canada hiare furnished valuable information 
concerning the finmciel 3 poets of forming. Their res rch h s ointod to 
the need for eo-ordin ted study of family, farm, and community# The present 
study, a general survey of levels of living in cart in rural areas, was 
undertaken e.s a preliminary step in attaining such a combined appro ch* 

Tlireo areas mro ohosen for the study* one in Rest Central Alberta., 

1 / 

ono in West Centred. Saskatchewan, and one in Northern Eoakatahowan (Fiearo l). 


2/ Agricultural Assistants, Economics Division, U rkoting Service, 
Dominion Departoet of • griculture. 

jJ Another ares, n aoly Bonnyvllle in Northo stem Alberta, was , iven 
some attention in a special study of farm family living but fewer farms 
■■were visits th a In each of the other . reas. The inform tion obtained was 
u sed in sc Is construction briefly referred to herein md in a rep rate pub- 
lication. Data on form living in the Borusyville area are reported in r ’L d 
ettlament in Northeastern Albert " by B. H. KriutJ nson md C. C. Spence, 
Economics Division, Dominion Department of Agriculture, Ott >o, 1945, 





Boundaries of areas studied. 
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F rra business studies sere being conducted in these arena by the Economics 
Division, Dominion Department of '‘grl culture* In oo-operntion with tho Prov- 

r oiol Depjirtaonta of 'Agriculture through the Univorsitiaa of Albert and 
sk&tohowan. The three areas represent uite dif ©rent tjrpas of settlement, 
tho first, th t in West Central , Ibert , 1; represent'tlvo of a ^ell 
developed type of mixed f rming in a prrklnd region; tho second ( est 
Centrl Saskatchewan) of a type of enterprise In a preirle region, c- riod 

I on under different conditions of soil and rainfall* in goner 1 r thor loss 
f vourable for agriculture. Both nay be considered relatively stable 
settlements. The third is a farming area located In tho woodland regions 
of Northern Saskatchewan inhere settlement is in the pioneer stage of develop- 


nont. 


METHODS &£ > Lt)XSD*~-Field cork was completed duritxg tho summers of 


194a and 1943. Homanokers of 62a fern families were interviewed, and asked 
£ ©rise of uesti n.i oonoemln ( their hones, the f l^y*e social activities* 
and the living ox.-xaaditurea for the ye r preceding the Interview. The 
schedule used for recording the information appears in Appendix A# 

„ i 

All f r.as visited in the West tentr 1 Beakatchctrem and Northern 


Jj Approximately 5<3 j f. rms sere covered i u & f-rs business survey of tho 
Cory-As uith-i^ngham area in Wont Centr 1 fiaekatchamsn during the summer of 
1943* B. A* Stutt, "The faro Business in tho Cory-As uith-L’ nghin Are' , 

S okatchewun*’. Economies Division, Dominion Department of Agriculture, Ott- we, 
1346. Unpublished# 



Saskatchewan areas sere included also in business studies; therefor® 


inform iti n on income was uito complete. For about 15 per cent of farms 

tJ 

j studied in West Central Albertn wore complete business statements vc.il- 
■able; for the others information obtained in the interviews on farm 
| in.outcries and sales of form products for the preceding year provided a 
■satisfactory basis for estimates of current income, fer use in this study. 

Analysis of the dotn has b on divided into two parts. Fact c nc rning 
comraunity facilities, cocia* activities, fora housing, household convoninncoa, 
f family living expenditures, and some variations in levels of livin : in the 
1 areas, are presented in thin report. la dditioa, some attention was caused 

| on the construction of s -ale to give usntittive expression to differences 

' 

I in oaiiy living conditions. Th a thodolory used in development of this 
■ sonic Is described in a ep rate publication. 

^ Representative pioneer farming ere s in the woodl n regions of Sorthem 

f 5 skotchewan ,nd Albert sere covered in f rm business and land settlement 
studies in 1941, 1941, nd 194?. In all, records were obt ined on approx- 
I iautely 1,8..5 farms. Among those ere farms in the Proecnriiie, Bjo rkdnle- 
I Carrec n: , md Aylshrm-Arnley districts of northeastern Saskatchewan, nd 
I Meado lake, Loon Lake, and Goodsoil are; 3 of north .astern Saskatchewan 
where the supplementary study pertaining to fern living was m do. So®, R. A. 

I Stutt ;nd H. Van Vliet, "An Economic Study of Land Settlement in Represent tiv® 
Pioneer Areas of Northern Saskatchewan", Economics Division, Dominion Doport- 
[ meat of Agriculture, Ottawa, 1945, 

. • 

j/ Although the major eraph sis hu# boon plaaed on the study of dairy f rm 
atmfgeoent nd co3ts in producing nilk, th© farms covered in business studies 
in the general area of West Central Alberta, whore the level of living study 
J was conducted, sere fairly representative of f ruing in th t area. Gee, H. 

L. Patterson, "Dairy Farming in Alberta", Economics Division, Dominion Depart¬ 
ment of Agriculture, Ottawa, 1345. 

3/ Edvj&rda, F. IS. and H, E. Elliott, "Measurement of the Socio-Economic 
Status of Farm Families in Western Canada", Economics Division, Dominion 
Department of Agriculture, Ottawa, 1945. Unpublished. 
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SELEQX1jN OF Co-OPE'ATGRS*—Th® fcaaily unit formed the b sis for study* 
Bo oae-paruon households were Included In the ample. 

The number of families visit-. A in e-ah of the areas is shown in T bio 1. 


Table 1.—Distribution of the Sample by Districts 


Faaili.es 


.fittjgfc. 


Mttnbor of 


■beet Central Alberta 202 

Viest Centred S uska tchowan 220 

| Horthem Saskatchewan 2ou 

Northeastern Albert* 1 5? 

JLflJLJ_____SiZ5. 


1 Some of the data aaourod in this area are treated in "Land Settlement in 
Horthc - Ttem Albert n by B. H. Krlstj noon and C. C. Spanoe* 

•"Three addition;.! reoorda which *ore u3od In tho construction of the sc sole 
I ;ere omit ted, since d t on family ..lying expenditures were Income >!■ to. 

In tho field it mo not found worknblu to use strictly random m-thod 


I of sampling. lloTwvsr, selecti n was rude 1th at xsj known prejudice. In 
• 

I oidor to determine the extent to which sample f ran were represent live of 
| the are s studied, some comparisons have been made o tho b sis of the 
I 1941 Census of Agriculture. The size of f na ;na chose s the most useful 
I nd stable single criterion by which the sample right bo tested. The dis- 
I tributton by slsc (groups of the s-aple f run and of ai_ f naa in ths - ea 
[ studied is ghona in Table • It ia evident that f .me of the Albert t.nd 
Northern Saskatchewan samples acre uite aaapnrtb in sic.© to the e of 
the ocasuo divisions in which thoy vare ioc tad. T » sample in Central 
Saskatchewan included u gro; tor proportion of large f rraa than did the tsunic- 
i ip litioo & -apl-ud. Although, in this are , aarapl-* f-rtaa wef'C ot expected 





Table —Conparison of t-e Fnras in lush Area Covered in the Level of Livin Study ith 111 F;r.s 

in the Corresponding Census Divisi , , on the B sis of Lise of F ra^ 


6 . 
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7 


V 

to be strictly comp v. ble to thoae of the census, the possibility of e 
slight bins to's-rd the larger f< rms ws.a given due enph si a in exuainntin 
of the results of the ^tudy, 

DEFlhITIfi Oi TERMS.—Throe of the acre aura on tense used throughout 


this rts orl nre defined as follows: 

Gc.-nu i‘d of LlvlrsK .—The stand rd of living; is e subjective f- ctor 
whioh plays a vital p rt in the life of every family. It is the particular 
pattern of goods and services considered e entiid, which the family » Ices 
eveiy effort to secure* 

Level of hiving indicates the e ntity nd uality of goods find 
services possessed t a given time or consumed over a given period* It 
includes materially measure ble os essions vrhich imply the effort, to satisfy 
social, cultural, and physical needs* Such speets of iiie as ht 1th • nd 
provision for the future are included in level of living insofar r> th y 
ore reflected by services consumed* 

Socio-Lconomio Ctatus as used here is the positic that family occupies 
with reference to the prevailing ever go standards of oultur 1 possession, 
material possessions, and p rtioipntion in the group activities of the 
community* 

Jj/ There arc two la^’ortnt facts to bo noted i this con ctioni ( ) 
Surrounding tho city of Saskatoon re a number of snail part-time f r»s nd 
a; rket gardens* These are classified as farms for census purposes, but ore 
excluded frc>n the study because they *ero not typical of tho rur 1 res, 

(b> For census purposes, a f ns composed of land in two divisions is recorded 
&s tao f rma, each of course, smaller th n tho tot 1 f res unit* Since the 
four municipalities sampled arc i three different census divisions, this 
difference in a thod of ci-aaifie tlon is a significant f ctor. 
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Sooio-eoonoalo status, like lavol of living, may be objectively 
tie sui'od. But ah lie level of livint may be studied in ita v rlous spects, 
soeio-oocMBoaio statue, which is more limited in content, may be examined 
as a unit* Tbo problem of its meaeuremout is discus sod in a 1 ter section* 




THS AT'.EA &RD ITS F/JRHS• —Within Albert i* s portion of the fertile p rk 
bolt of th© Prrdrie Provinces are the i min!;' districts • round and between 

I the citios of *‘Od Door a d -ot oki in (Figure l) • Here, grlculture is a 
rol tively stabilised and r»ol developed industry. Progress nd expansion 
since sottioeaor.t began, around the y r 189:, have b en f.irly ate- dy, 
until today, thi: general district support© the t ?o saali cities nenti on d, 

I the thriving tonne of Ponoka and Ipcombe, and a number of Bnuller entres. 
The park belt, while subject to r gionhl v rl tion, h a cert in 
goner-1 charootori; tics, Its topography is, in tho min, level to rolling. 
The natural vegetation consists of an abundant© of grasses, and considerable 
; light tree growth, The black park soils contain a 1 rge amount of or- L nic 

I matter, and they retain rcloture f irly officier.tly* Rainfall is more 
abundant »nd acnowh t le o variable th n on tho prrdrie plains to the 
south, 

Tho picture, then, is th t of an area ueli suited to griculture. 

Klxed f -rnitig la common* Because there is a considerable variety of farm 
; product©, and because the h sards from dim tic variation are fewer thrn 
in :>anv ports of the Prvirie Provinces, income, for tho district, is oonpar- 

tlvely stable. 

The sis© of forms for tho oe-eper-tors in tho study averaged T 48 acres 
operated, and --9 acres improved* During tho f ra business ye r 194 -4S, 


]/ Tuvaa of tho ample are oosp mblo in state to fares of the district 
sampled (Table 2), 
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epproxinatoly 5o p >.r cent of the cultiv tod 1 ore .go m 3 in oats and b rl«y, 
One-f urth ... fallow? the remainder wuc about e uslly divided between 
she t, nd ouitiv tod hny and p cta.e# There ms earn live clock on every 
fr.rn viaiiod. All but two had suae tdllL cows at tho cud of the study 
ye r, 64 per cent h vine aoro than five. The products of dallying 'ere 
readily marketable throughout the are 0 . 3 churning ereaa, and i-.s whclorailk 
at tho lied Dt.or Condensory rad iu retail trade* Mine-tenth: of oo-oper tors 

1/ 

kept some thor cattle- one-h- If h d store than five# Tho average number 
of cattle sold during the study year# by the 69 per cent who sold c ttlo, 
was eight he d# She hog enterprise w&s of considerable importance in the 
area# Hinety-t ,0 per cent of ope ..tors h d t le- t one son, an they sold 
on the average sixty-two hogs each. Forty-six per cent had 6 or rsore 
sows# 

Since tho turs* of the century, popul ULon in the district h e 
inore sod loo. t sixfold. A branch lino to the trt nso ntinant a L railway 
vn.o built to service the territory in 1891# The rapid expansion of the 
fifteen years following this event any be illustrated by refer nee to the 
growth of one of tho centres, Sot- ski in, .there the first settlers nt of tny 

'J Calves under six n nths were excluded in tho t bul tion# 

J In Census Division 3, within which ic the aarsple area, population in¬ 
creased from 11,904 in 1901 to 67,G5u in 1941. The rural population h 5 
-.iwaya comprised from aevoa-to eight-tenths of tho tot 1 nuebar# 


T 

u 

1 / 

size took oe the ye r fter the line was com-trusted. In 1807 an 
©levator wt.a built f t this tiny centre* A village was established in 19^b. 
The Census of 19^1 reported a popul tion of 3^S; the next year the Pravinoe 
jreootini aed its incor;>o' ‘ tion ns a town. By I9o0 the population w e over 
l,4w and * etuyilwin h d bseoao a city. 

<XA5iaJ«ICi.TI^HS.—The iool. tion that was oh-metorisbic of the e rly 
deyti of settlement h.- a virtually dinappered for the townsfolk. Today the 
cities of i-ed Peer and ski in, nd the towns of L combe and Pomofca are 
situ ted on & a in highway, and hnve bus and train service daily or oftener# 
IA few gravelled ro da link these centres with other toms, The ar jority 
of the rur 1 populetl a, however, contlmos to depend on dirt raids for 
1 noooee to town or to or. ••iH«ve;.ther highway. 

Sfhiic sh ring with no t of the Province*e f ra poo pi a the difficulties 
of reliance on dirt ro da, the allies of this distri t h d coop r tiv© 


;tdv »nt €© in regard to asans of ao-'.uiniction. Alao. t 8o por cent of the 

J 

HO* oo-operutor fatal loo owned automobiles. The recent census reve led 


th t in 1941 fewer than h If of all Albert 1 s farmers owned utossobiles 



2/ Among the settlers of 139- are group of <»ora n iamlgrmtn brought 
there ty the Canadian Gov iroaent. iotabiiahmont of settlers in gro pa by 
the oolonis tion agendoa w .s n common fe ture of the catpansi a of the 
Prairie Provinces. 


jst A number of others used aim truck to moot the needs of the fatally* 

jj/ Dominion Census of ugrioulture 1941, Preliminary Role me No. . 
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Telephones wore found in half of the homes visited for the study; in 1941, 

13 cr cent of faro homes in this Province ©re serviced with telephones* 
Cu;i!iUPITf FACILITIES*—While a detailed description of the toms nnd 
oitioe of the district is not purjosod here, mention must be m de of n 
few of the f&eidLties particularly import; nt to the surrounding f m 
population* All of the co-operator f- miliee utilized the services offered 

by one or more of the four main centres. In t dditlon, poct.l service, 

. 

general stores, nd shipping ; x>int3 wore provided for some by vi Hares in 
the surrounding territory* While variation from family to family was great, 

I generally speaking, co-operators in the stud -ore within reach of ro t of 
the services they re uired* 

lE-.'.#Ana. .M fiftmfgsfc:- of the numerous business 

facilities re aired In an active -grlauitur 1 district wore v ii bie in these 

1 

centres* One or both of tho 1 rger cities of Ldaonton and Calgary ?ere within 
I about one hundred miles of aest of tho co-operators, and m ny of them a de 
occasional trips to one of these cities. 

Certain f cilities found in o ch of the four larger centres ore 
worthy of note* Mail was deiivored by rural routes to v consider bio 
number of farm families* Newspapers from Edmonton and Cal ry ore received 
in the towns daily, and each of the four published its o'm weekly p p r. 

I At Red Deer, Licorabo, end Wet ski win ere oold storage looker plants which 
were particularly useful to families who made fre uout trips to town. Hare 
fruits and vegetables, ue well as fish, fowl, gesse and mo t could be uick 
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frozen, then stored until n eded. In e :h centre caone tho stores, there 
was a oo-oper tive one which sold crocoriGS, clothing, hardware, nd 
ecnetines gasoline and oil* 

Health derricss *—There were doctors :nd dentiete in each of the four 
contras, and hospitals at Red Deer, L combe, raid Ret ski fin# Rod Deer h d 
in addition e Provincial He 1th Unit, which did important preventive nd 
eduo tionil work. Health officers visited rur 1 3choolB in thoir district, 
end p rents rare anoour ged to p riiciprvt© in these visits. Pre-school 
children received attention at b; by clinics, held in the cit end in 
surrounding snail towns. Some home visits were cs dc in tho rur 1 ran a# 

J This was the only he* 1th unit in the territory of the . tudy i elsewhere 
municipal hos dt ls served as centres for health eduo tion. In ffetaaklwin, 
municipalities provided arterial a •-.nd staff for inssunisation of children 
in the rur 1 schools. 

A recent trend in regard to health services w s of im;>ort&nce for f rra 

■ 

f* allies* Doctors, finding necessary ever Increasing economy of time, 

B'ido few rur .1 calls. The matron of one hospital stated th t, in the few 
cases whore from folk oould not supply transport ticn into town, doctors 
ould send aabulunoefl for their patients r* -ther than tr vel long distances 
for home visits* 

In brief, it ny be said th. t health services in tho re; «*/oro rel tive- 
ly well developed. Sdistant! 1 ptrogr© s h d been nude tow rd the still 
remote goal of *de ucte care for all. 



Sduc, tlon. —In this, aa in nay well settled roi, pr de schools were 
within relatively easy reach for most fans fan!lies. Fre ueatly the rur-l 
schools offered instruction in grade nine subject?., and occasionally in 
high school subjects. Host 5iigh school facilities, ho over, ore concentrated 
in the towns and cities. In the larger city, Red Deer, rur 1 students 
Light take advantage of t donaitory which was connected with the eohool 
division, or of the Roman Catholic convent. In the other tonne the students 
located living uartera without official supervision. For such special 
instruction as Normal School or technic 1 training# young people of the © 
areas must travel to E&aonton or Calg ry; for University, to Edmonton; 
for School of Agriculture, to Olds. 

Opportunities for <dult education were presented and oncour ged through 
extension workers of the ^rovinci 1 Department of Agriculture, both by 
Distrlot Agriculturists and by District Home Economists. The Dominion 
Iheperlmantal Station at Laooabe aaint lnod Important cont. cts with the 
rural population of the vicinity. 

Snorts arid Rear, tlvn. —It Is hardly an ox&gger tion to 3a,, that 
I organised participant sport was alaost on-existent in these rural ooramuv- 
: itiee. School? served to aonu extent as centres for such activity— 

$ children night t Ice p rt there in skating, baneb IX or games. Soma of tho 

■ 

i taailies living close to towns Ivd tho opportunity of using local tennis 
courts, curling or skating rinks. 

Theatres operated in each of the four centres. Dances were hold in 
towns, rurJL ooturounity halls, ;j*d school houses. Ap rt froa attend o;ce at 



theatres, dances and oca si nally et fairs or concerts, recreation woe 
inform 1, coatring around family activity* 

THE FARM FAW lES*- £enorul Ch .mot eristics *—Sine© tlie ore cent 
en uiry aimod at prlininary general description, th field work ore covered 
r, considerable territory and included a ay oonsunitles* As long as it is 
remembered that every frally represented r type different In erne 
respects from every other fnily, It nay be ureful to exaainc s me of th© 
characteristics of the staple ftai-ies as a group* their racial origin 
and birthplace, ago of fr-ira operators, else of f i iw, education, and 
previous occupations of the heads of familiar. 

Of the 202 farm oper tore in the study, nearly two-thirds were born 
on this continent* About one-tenth were bom in Brit - In find one-fifth a re 
European bom. Racial origin sho od the varied patterns common to much of 
Canada* Over h If the farmers were of British stock. There ware numbers 
of many European nod Eurasian racesj of there the Sc rxJin vi ns eonorised 

V 

the largest single group—one-sixth of th© total. 

The «verag© of the ages of f m operators oaa 47 years* About 25 per 
c nt ere in the age group 4- to 49, The ver go number in th© f ally » ■; 
4*2* Average number of persons per household van 4*6. The "family* 
included related persons supported from a common purse, whether f t !jc>ao or 


j/ Distribution of the ©ample aceor&in to racial origins corresponded 
closely to that for Census Division 8, 1941* 
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•v/ y \t school* The ‘number of parsons in the household** Included those 
livin. in the hornet family, hired help, and board era or other.i. 

The extent of formal education of operators ml their wives Is indie tod 
In Chert 1* Most com only, operators had completed eight grades of 
jchoolingj one-third re oortsd b .-toe high ochool training. /, little or or 
anlf of the homemakers hud some high school* 


Ferrer than half of the f ru operators h d engaged in ny full time 
occupations other than farming* Six h-d boon in paro.'eaaicna, 13 in efciilcd 
jobs or trados, 1*0 in clerical or sales tfork, and 47 In unskilled jobs* 
h daurs. Tlae Jigtivlllsa. —The f tally, as the mat fundament 1 rid 
closely knit of social groups, pi eye rj jor p: rt in tho fora tiua of 
t-ocial and cultural patterns* I sol tion and the int ordepend en e e rdthin tho 
group make this doubly true of the form family* Thus the* social rnd 
oultui' 1 life of these families cannot be completely rover led by n 
objective study of their contorts with tho outside -oriel. Those contacts 
I re nonetheless of great import noo, nd an ex nin tion of the dat- under 
fthla head rove 13 interesting facto* 




Informal visiting and ontort inlng appeared to be the raoot o ton type 
of social activity* Three-fifths of the homes kers estia ted that they 
H h d cotiany" once a week or oftener* Ho ever, for only one- u rter of the 
families did operator or horns®: ke=r vi it friends with the ;s use fro uanay, 

? Evidently, guests included n ny besides neighbouring fra couploal 
children, to.vnafolk, rel tiveg, and others# 




The fro ueaoy of attendance at some leisure timo otivitios is 

. 

Indicated in Chart Three- u rtera of the f allies Trent to eliuroh t some 

time during the year 5 of these about three-fifths attended monthly or 

■ 

oftener# Atteruhinoa ut tho trea wag eoanon, tao-thirda of the families 
attending at gome tine during the y r, and pproxia foly one- u '.ter 
attending more than once & nooth. About half of th families took part in 
eomo plonics or parties) just over thi:-d ih dances* About one-third h d 
gone to fairs during the ye: r, and a number mentioned other rciivitics, 
suoh 1 a skating, swimming, concerts, hunting raid fishing. 

The extent to whioh social activities more family activities vr: 
worthy of note. Of the fruailies who attended church, 70 per oant 
reported that the entire family ent along; 9 o per oont th t half or ore 
of the family wont* Again, of those wh attended parties end theatres, 

/bout foar-fifths indicated that these setivit as included t least half 
of the family* 

Gomruuaity organisations were evidently of some Import nee in the 
| lives of those families; one-third of the hcraoor kers v d one-fourth of the 
operators belonged t some organization* 
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Intorviovrara recorded the types of reeding aaterirl, end the aaouat of 
tiua devoted to reeding. iThe ;aoat core: son type of re ding appe rod to he 
the weekly newspaper; 9S per cent subscribed to t let t one such paper* 
About nn eighth of the families visited subscribed to a d ily p-por* Fur- 
fifths took at leant ono sagt.ainc; approximately Gu per Curst took two or 

U 

more* Fewer than ono-sixth of the families used any library# The time 

,8pent in rending was loos than four hours par freak, for about h If of the 

iJ 

ope. tors and of their Ivao. May of the co-operatoru deplored the 
lack of 


j/ MagftSin a bought regularly at the counter yoro Included na well s 
subscript! ns# 

J Since v iriution from week to rack nd froa season to season wrg con¬ 
sider, bio, it was difficult for the co-operators to suggest on -rvar pe 
figure. R coords were taken during the fall, • busy ref so:;, when leisure 
wf.s rare, and reading time night h ve bean underestimated* 



tilde for reading sad other leisure activities; nunbor ron rkod th t this 
dit fioulty » a cceutu tod by tlio extra t sks end the short ye o help of 
ear ye> -rs, 

HOUSING AND HOEIE OoNVEtliliCES*—The ~o„. f.tna liua«c visited -ore r ted 

hy onuae ators us In yood, fair, or p,-or condition, de etidin.; or thrdr 
structure rid state of rop ir. Eighteen per cent ‘are reported to be in 
poor condition, S~ per cent in fair oondlti a, nd ?>o par cent in good 

Condition, 

The houses wore prodoain fitly of wood structure* About half h d t 
sou? tine boon pointed, Gne-thlrd ?ore unpointed fr ie, non-, were stuceo, 
a few were brick and a few log (Appendix A;, 

Tho aver ye number of rooms in those, hoaos «ma G.o, All f ra hoaoa 
of Albert , according to the 1941 census, wa; pod 4,1 room :. It sliould 
be rioted in oc p rlson, ho. over, thi.t honae of hired help, and one-,-arson 
fpu oholda, excluded from tho study, were included in the census* Tbl© 5 
provides gro tor detail regerding tho number of rooms sv 11 ble to house¬ 
holds of various sisee. Three- u-rtera of tho hoaos providod one roea 
or nore per person. While tho nuabor of rcocy, without consider ti n of 
their oiac, is n imperfect indie tion of tho ode u .oy of living spr e, 
it did appear evident th t overcro-ding m,a not among tho sore pre. ing 
problems for tho majority of the f nixies visited* 
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Table 3*—Glae rod Accommodation of AU-. Farm Bonus in ?iest Centred Albert: 
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Sosae other facts oonoorrung housing may bo noted here. Ninety-four >or 


Bout hud a bfaooBQnt of ooae type* Thirty-five per oent htid full basements 
trhioh aero prtioLLy or oonpletely horded or set non tod; m e u 1 number 
h d a dirt collar under p rt of tho house* Tho others had either full-size 
dirt bnuameutB* or saullur, improved b .-snouts, 

Ap. roxia toly one-h, If hud two or more built-in clothes cLoet., u«r 
tar h :-d one, cad a uarter h d noiio* Soreon v?indov;s and »cree doors 

S ucre found on l;»o t all horaoo. About two-thirds h d some storm windows. 
Floors were usually softwood , although 8 per cent had some h rdwood 
floors* The usual living room floor covering w s linoleum or congoloua* 

| Approximately nine-tenth* h d this typo of covering on kitchen floors. 

Electric lighting was found in about 15 per cent of the homes. Sixty- 

t.;o per cent had some type of uuntie l.uap, such as an lladin, or g.s 

t 

rnrotio lump. Approxlu. toly one homo in five depended entirely on coal 
oil wick lamps. 



The typical unit of heating was the co il or wood heater. Ho ever, 30 
per cent h d e fuxna -o or other control heating tys'ea. In a fw hones, 
the kitohet otova mi a the only source of huat* 

Thora was n gas or clectrlo shin*: n chin in about throe-fifths of 
the hones viaitod. H if of the remainder used hand pa crod n ahera* Ono- 


flfth -or© without © uijawnt of either type. 

0 

Banning aster, coaveuicn e token for gr-uited by moat urban house- 
b&ldars, was inatailed in etc vfc ane-tenth of the f rs hoa a of the sample. 
About an eighth had soft water cistern?. your-fifths, !k> over, h d neither 
Olio of these convenienses* Fifteen par :©nt of the h. non h d bthroona, 
but not ell of the, © acre fully e uipped—IS per cent h iv / bathtub or 
shower, but only 7 per cent having a flush toilet. Again, one homo in ton 
hr ? septic tunic or an e uivaleat ne us of sewage dispos'd. 

Although approximately two-fifths of the kitchens contained ainkr, 
retortion h ring officio* t drainage for thaa waa c aside cay pa llor. 


Import'nt among the more ccomon typos of © ulpaont, radios were fount in 
niua-toaths of the hones. Also general were sewing nr chinesj - bout the a m® 

Jr 


pro ortion of hoacaokers had them. 

It has tilroody boon noted th t about half of the hones wore o uip; od 


with tele hones. 

j/ See coup r tiv© t b.es, Appendix B. 

j/ More than hr If of these had boon pure! trued second hits id., irhtle in only 
15 per cent of hoses was the radio second hand. 






Tho relative <oaltlon of the hoses of th© saaple group, in regard to some 
hor.o ounvonienoos &v liable, ay bo suggested ty the following oh rt, 
oocp riaon of the staple group to all fea-s hones in Alberta, and to an urb n 

gtcup (Ch.rt Z), 

LIVING hXil^4niTUl;liS.---Bofore preoeedint; to a discussion of the feaily 
livinr, expenditures, it a y bo well to noto th t dot following are 

approxin te* Very few fsallies ere keeping account of household ox on see 

1 

at the tine of the study* In surveys using the single-interview teohni ue, 
setae oo-operrtors overestimate their yearly expenditure, sou© under©atia te 
then. However, data are stucied in groups and errors of opposite types 
tend to oounter ct each other* Thor© vr- 3 soae tendency for hone* kors 
to forgot oaeli. occasional items of expense, in spite of specific uestions 
about gifts and other incident Is* When used with rag rd for their 
licit tions, estimates of expenditure aay aorve uneful purpose. 

The in uixy port inod to the twelve-month period just preceding tho 
st rt of tho survey, th t is, from September 1, 194 to September 1, 194% 
Istia tes ,r«r© obtained of cash expenditure for f ally living, *nd v lues. 

•ere assigned for items furnished by the f rtai food, Tael, ,;.nd the use 
Of the fra house* 

avor. ge total living sxpendit re 
for the 40«- families was $1,647* Of tills, $1,631 (63 per cent) way c oh 
expenditure, $616 (57 per cent) was non-© e ah, the valued* goods fumi herl 

by the ffavu 

it 

Variation in amounts spent for cash living was great* H If of the 


X/ TIiq st ndardtbvi tioo from the average of $l,uri was $4,6* 


5 * 


familiar? spent loss Va n $940 cash, half spent oro. Ono-third of the 
families wore ?dthin $14u of tills modi n, th. t le, bot eon $8uo nd 1,980. 
Ilian tiie highest G par oont rid the loaost G per cent wore excluded, the 
tmelning 9^ per cant of cash expondituroa rang©d from $51w to $1,790. 

Levels of living have fre uantly been nasas.-ed through the study of 
allocation of living expenditure to various groups? of goods and aerviooa. 


fhe es^naption is, that so long s t e b isle needs for food, clothing, 
.shelter, and the tsf&ntonance of he 1th ro ode uatoly met, increisod expen¬ 
diture for education, reore tloc, and the eatisf- ction of cultural n eds 
indicates higher level of living. The following clesnific ti n of 
expenditure was used here* 

Food, included all food porch -oed and the c sh value of food 
furnished by the f ns. Meets, poultry, eggs, dairy products, fruits, and 
voget bios were valued tit whet they would have brought the f nnor hvd he sold 


t os during the ye r. 

Clothing included all items purchased during th© y r. The cost 
of a tori ala for clothing a de t bam©, was included. 

Retit for uoe of the f its homo w a considered to bn 15 ix>r cent 

V 

of the value of the house. 


j/ Since mo t hoEtcn-kers h?*d no id© of the value of their houses, a 
system of approximation was used. Ehuac tors r tod houses according to 
size (small, medium, or !■ rgo) nd condition (poor, f ir, or good). V: lues 
wore then assigned according to a sohedul of average kne n values for 
comparable ratings mad© in a number of f ns are s of the Prairie Provinces 
(Appendix C). A a hook on the system tyres .oociblo since • nun: or of 
co-oper; tors wore obi to st te aotu 1 v luco. 
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Operation floods md services included the value of fuel furnished 
by the f ra and fuel purchased, expenditure for hou sehold light and 
power, wtd mri.de hired* One-half of the coney spent f _r telephone wes 
eoneidered to be household expenditure, the other half t f ra business 
ex.-eiiditure* &muiiux-iy, in the Ouse of the automobile, eao-h If of the 
Current expenses for gasoline, oil, licence, end rep irs jrus rega rded o 
expenditure for foaily living* 

Funuahim a included furniture, cur pot e, curtains, b_ ling, 
table-ware, utensils* Inereaoe in onpit 1 inve. tmoot such a install tion 
of waterworks and structural additions to the house did not cone within 


tide group. 

Health expend, tu res included fees p id during the year for 
doctors, nurses, aye exmain tions, glasoee, aedioin s, hospital, and tr vel 
for obi ining he ath services. 

Pe. sonal roods included sundry expenses such us treats and gifts, 
tobacco, barbers* or hairdressers* fees, and toilet articles* 

Advmceaont goods included all expenditures for eduaution, rausic, 
'•'books, aagasines and newspapers, v cations, cod 1 activities, associ-vti ns, 
I and contribution a to churoh and chilly. 

Life in sur nco was considered a separate it on. 

The percentage allocation of tha living expenditure to these v rlous 


groups of goods and services is shorn in Ghurt 4* Two-fifths of the tot 1 



ffmi i y Uvi "4 auto 'Hotted to food co*ts. Cno-cdxtb i & allotted to rent, 
abc-t coe-cighth to clothing* In other wdo, shoe values of f: n furn:. had 
jict'o acre t hen into account, it van fc-nd th. 7- pear corrt of the total 
value of family living w 3 tliottod to food, clothing rid e clt. r. IS!ion 
ewiga expenditures only mre considered, it Wv.s noted th t ever h If (35 
per cant) wan spent for food u .d clothing. 

Tho srer.-go total food cost «ae $S71i $56 per feadly por nenth or Si,: 

per person par nonth. Fifty-four por cant of this ($764 per f ally) w s 
«ish expenditure, frn furnished food items with var go doll r values 

were ns folio mi s&lk aid erev-.a, $111} m tr., vepet bios '••-•d fruits, 

<•/ 

$67} oggo, $45} and butter, $14. 

fnlues asdgnod for the use of the form house ver god $ 75, 17’por 
cent of tho tot 1 value of f. oily living. 

The clothing expenditure of $JiOo per finally accounted for 1„ per cent 
Of the tot; 1 value of fnelly liviag. Allotncnt of tho svsovy s ant for 
clothing to individual ;; -ods she ,tot’ considerable v rlntimu C ah outlay 
per person ras $47*. tho verege per man belay. $64, per •?««.-» #55, .ad por 

2/ Value of non-oash foods was oonsiderally 1 rgor during the study ye r, 
t! ion the lou -tinc average. Prices for ;hiah tho o goo^s right h vo b on 
•old were unusually high. 

j/ Becau e of special oirouastenoes the aaount f butter produ ed on the 
faro for f«sdly use arcs very snail during tine ctudy ye r. Cro n vtne re dily 
O. rkotabie, and e Dominion subsidy made its value almost o uivi-nt tc th t 
of butter sold in tho eresaerloe or ret 11 stores* Many oo-oper.tors st ted 
that they bought all their but .or fter it bee sis r tioaed article (Deoeo- 
b; r .1, 194 c). Tho suvlng of time, Iso, was ur. lmiortant consider tioa for 
those buoy homm kars* 



But while G? i>cr cent of the 


Ohil, for frnilleo h vim, children $:0* 
money spont per am wen used to buy work clothes, 68 per cent of the money 

spent per wonaa vr fit used for dross clothoo. 

The value of operation goods and serrloaa -'vnragod $157, JLnont ne- 
tenth of the total* Four-fifths of this uraoroit s c* oh expenditure* As 
■Kit b® -*x.)Octod, fuel was the large.t tten In th© group. Co:d porch ued 
awerisged f?/G, wood purchased $*, nd wood furnished fsoa tho fur:' v~"* 

It was noted that 85 per cent of the oo-oper tors purchased sot© coal 
doing tho study year, nd th t *•« e ucl nunbor used some wood fro the 
fam, while only lo per coat reported sor.o o sh spent for provision of 
wood. Th s other main itoa of oxpenuo for operation goods s for utoaobile* 
Afer'sge amount oharged to family living w* a $55 por f rm, r & 3 for e ch 

•sJ 

of tho 80 per cent who fad n automobile. The coot of lighting v 3 $15 
per year# It h s boon pointed out th t 65 per cent of families used g.-s 
or coal oil 1 upa* Maids hired recounted for $14 per finally for the entire 
dlroup, but only one- uartor of tho frxdlios npent tsore than $5 during t o 
year for household help* The rwr Ining item in this ex-xsaditura i‘Oup 
see the tolophono, which cost on the average $5 par f nily ($10 per hour.eh Id 

. 1/ 

£ov those fa ving telephones}• 

2/ Children included thou© 14 ye. ro of age and younger* It should bs 
McsMKiberod that ooononios throtiifa sowing t !mo are more gmer 1 for a acn* s 
and children* a olothin - than for non* a* 

M As already noted, half of the ounent expenno for utonobile, 

and for telephone, was charged t f-iaily living, the othur half to tho f rm 
%Ulsino::s* 
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Health expenditures accounted f^r 5 per oent of the tot 1 ilvng; 
ex ondlture—§34 per faluy# Provision for doctors* rd dentists* {services 
oont $36 ad $1 , respectively. Other main Iteas were* hospital $14, 
eye exmin tions and glasses $7, nodical supplies and proper tions $11, 
tonics cad vlt ala conoontr.tea $3 por ye r. In oosuont upon the r>in t ;e of 

ht 1th oxiiendlturce, it u-y be at tod that 5 f--allies spent or acre 

■ 

or; he 1th, whilo 33 fasdliee s.>© fc or lose* 

Sundry personal jxpenditarea aaountad to an eotiaated $68 per f ally 
per year—4 por oent of the tot 1 v lue of living. Here i , v rioticn 
fr oh f oily to f silly wr;e oonaide tie* 

* 

Mow furnishin s and household o uioount coot $53 per f&aily, n 11' tie 
lO,r,. than 4 por cent of tho living expenditure. 

Tho itoo" t rouped together n advene ooant' 1 totalled $lol, ehich was 

6 per cent of the tot 1 living. An eetlsoted $?G por frilly ssr.g contribu od 
tc church end charity. Eoci 1 aotiviteo, and nssoci tiona uaountod to $15, 
Vacations to $16. (In throe-fifths of the families no one k d v c tion 
purine the study yc* r.) School books nor© $5 per f ally. Will other 
pohool expenses verged 415 per f ally for the entire group, 99 per cent 
of expenditures in this group etmo frota 13 f: sillies, who . ve ged $184 e eh 
for tho support of children sway .t school. Two of those faniiioa mre 
belping daughters to t ice nu eing courses, one had girl t Corns! 

School, ad no son t University. Expenditures for cag sines, papers, 
Kucdc, aid books were auoh acre evenly distributed, :4id tho ver ge of $13 
per fuaily was quite represent tivo. ( 
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' Life inaurunoc accounted for the remaining 2 per cent o r total frunily 
liYlnc expenditure. The overage for «li. femiiio* w 0 $?“. Aotu*ily e’-ter 
than t'JO-fiftha paid life Insurance prcmi’ino during the yo r, end those 
a»*r god $91 e oh. 

V.-rl. tin, In I^ondli^.J^tsnis tilli Inornu-nd Aauunte £->ent for 
Livlnn .—As the cash living expenditure lacro aed, the percentage of the 
tot; 1 value of all goods and oorvicea which ;mo purch sod lucre ,, ed Iso, 
whila the percent: go famished fro a the f*jna deoro od (T bio 4), In 


othor siords, though the values of fra furnished goods increased, they did 
not lacrosse proportionately to cash living expenditure. 


T .blo 4«—Values of G ode Purch sod and Goods Fumicbod i t V ricus 

Expenditure Levels 
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Allocation of the cash living expenditure to the v rious groups of goods 
und services is indie ted in Tblee 5 nd 6* Sono of tha .ore import sit 
trends evidenced in those t hlee a y bo cuw.i rluod 3 fo-iowsi 


Tible Aaounta Spent for Vorioue Groups of Goods mid Services by Tot-1 
Cnah Giving Expenditure, JJl Fuallles in West Central Albert 



Table 6.—-Percentage Allocation f Cash Expenditure to V -rious Groups 
of Goode mad Services by Cash Giving Expenditure 



o to 
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(l) A a the tot J. mount of cash living expenditure incre sod, amounts 
ipe + . for each of the ( roups of goods nd services incrc ned* Froa lo ■■ to 
hlr expenditure grope, amounts spent for food approx'irately doubled, 

#11 p mounts spent for clothing, operation goods, new furnishings, end 
personal goods increased about three-’nd ono-h If tians. Expenditure for 
arfv-iaceaent, however, increased 'lx tirade, for health five tim s, and for 
lire insur nc© eight tisHe* 

(z) As the total amount of cash living expenditure increased, 
percent goa of the total ossh livia. which sf.re spent for food decreased* 

(5) As the tot 1 aaount of cash living expenditure incre ased, 
percentages allotted to dvnnot sent goods und to life insur nee tended 
generally to inere se* 

Percentages apant for other esh item ere not gre tly "fleeted by 
the amount oft dc h living* 

Expenditures for the items in the *rdvenoe&a. t n roup a-.y be examined 
in Chart 5* The population is hero divided into thro© expenditure groups* 
Ih lie amounts spent for e oh of these items lucre- sed, the most striking 
lacrosses were for oduc .tional expenditures, nd for v c ti ns* 
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THE AREA .UD ITS FARMS,-—Represent* tive of the .oat cos on tjrpa 
of agriculture in the Western Provinces is that carried cm in tho 
territory a few miles west of S sk. toan. Geographically this are is 
ne or tho contro f the agricultural settlement of the iie.it, but it is 
not only froa the standpoint of location th t this arc oc-u Ioe a mid¬ 
way position, It lies no.r the north m edge of tho dark brown soil 
bait, with the native voget tion, largely th.it of the pr irios, 
interspersed with tho ooonei.aal aspen grove, and tailor gr.ui. es ch.-r- 
actoristic of the park belt to tho north and east# The annual n Inf; 11 
is about average for the pr irloe, but an ccount of tho more northerly 
location of the arc , tho r- to of ovapor tion is not ns rrpid s on the 
pre irie to tho south cad west, nd conoe uontiy it is subject to less 
arid eonditions. 

As elsewhere on the pr iriee, wheat h 3 provon the h rdiest am 1, 
and is the principal crop. Course gr ins, however, compete sore 
successful.y with >rhe; t here, than f. rthor to tho south and west in 
Saskatclvowan and in southeastern Albert; , The topogr ptogr of this area 
is generally level to gently rolling with only oooasi nl sion hc and 
poorly drtdned depressioni to be by-p s. ed in the cultiv tion of f irly 
1 are* fields. The soil varies from a sandy loan to u clay loans, but 
genexally is loam. It does not rate high in fertility for rhe t t red¬ 
uction as does soil in the Rosetoan ore a mo fifty miles to the 
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uthseot, or for coarse grain production as do the bi ok soils of the 


Med Decr-Wetr- skiwin area noted in the previous oh pter. Ho rev or the soil 
ftn this fidd-wsy area is by no aenns the least fertile to bo found in thft 


tost. 


The typical farm in this West Central Saskatchewan area v rioy in 
else from a half to three- uartors of a section with about SO per cent 
in proved. He rly one-half of the improved noreage is normally in hot, 
with the remainder divided between othor crops (chiefs Of ts and b riey) 
end fslio ?* The acreage in fallow normally exceeds th t of crops other 
’than arhe-.t, and its sain purpose is to conserve moisture. Whoro the 
Boil is uite sandy, p rticularly nearer the city of Soak- toon, rind on 
f irms producing milk for the city, there is likely to be p rt of tho land 

in sweet clovor, broae and crested /her t grr.s.—grown for hr.y and pasture, 

. • 

end to protect tho soil from wind erosion. 

On most of thoae f nas live stock is kept. Cattle numbers vor ge 
from 3 to 11} on some farms predominantly beef, on others dairy, rnd on 
e ny, raixed breeds. There ore one to two uov/a, with n larger number of hogs 
©rketed in recent years than formerly. There -ro few farms with sheep; 
but til h ve hen3 averaging, until recent years, -bout 60 per farm. 

'll though the aver ge number of horses n those f rms is 6, in recent 
yore horses ere not U3ed as much as formerly. Tractors ere used on more 
than three-fifths of the farms. 

In tho org niaution of the f tanas in this urea, from the standpoint of 
the utilisati n of the land, there are t to chief differences fron tho 
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Bee Deor^h’otuskivdn area* The one 1b a saaJJ.Gr number of live stock 

kept per one hundred - ores of cropland, and the other Is r greater ho t 

\ 

gD 3 .'e.ige In proportion to the coarse grains and hy, It should be noted, 

however, that the organiz tian of these f. rao differs from the ?he t 

farms of tho contr 1 and southern prairies, partioul rly there ne rer 

per fra 

tb city of Saskatoon, Hero the nunber of alik «M» la greater than 
further out from the city, but such & small district is not ty, ic? 1 of the 

area* As with joay other area there ..re dde v rintionn from iy ty ical 

» 

ghich sight bo discurned* 


It is nearly forty ye re since the earliest settlor, couaenoed to 
hr-.: Jc out the 1 nd, A goodly p.rt of It was under cultivation st the tin© 
©1 the outbreak of the first Croat War* During tho exp nsioa in she t 
acre go which accompanied those war yours tho soil of the remaining 
■uitivutod Land of today &au broken. In f :t there » .a also broken up t 




the tine con. Iderublo area of sandy In ca soli, that h e eubse ueritly 


been abandon ad for oultiv tion. During these relatively prosperous years 
for the area moot of the present farea buildings were erected. In this 


West Central Saskatchewan are- the people h.ve h-.d few relatively pros- 

■ 

porous years, but also t succession of year, when crops f lied, needed 
repairs to buildings were not made, and land became woody on account of 
lack of capital to properly farm It* From these drouth and depression 
years there h s b • n some recovery. It would scon, too, th t the agriculture 
ha reached a at go of aaturity and a type definitely settled. Tho very 
modest incomes from f arming which can bo expected are not like!,, to place 
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the are among the more prosperous, and yet not ajnong the least prosperous 
goe; In the Beat* It was because of this w turlty In the agriculture nd 
its mid-way position In & number of reap eta, that the • re- w- elected 
for apeolsl study of f -rra family level, of living* 

COM-iUHICATIOHS AND OO60IUNITI FACILITIES*—Railway lines end gr vailed 
high ay 8 radiate from Seek toon, and together with fairly good nttniciprl 
roads throughout most of the tre , provided reltivoly de u-te trans¬ 
port tion facilities* Almost t?o-thlrds of the co-ope' tort owned • uto- 
moblles. Communication by telethon© was common in this re —71 per cent 
of homes had telephones. 

Loop! centres which serviced the area, with th ir wnrll general 
Stores, g r - ps, rep ir stops, alow a tors, churches and schools, provided 
thu nor© fr© uent and istmedi te needs of the surrounding f ra com unities* 
Imo ng these centres were the to ns of As uith, Deliolo, nd L ngh a nd 
the v lieges of Vvnsooy find Dj lmeiiy* The. e were small controp—e oh h d 

v 

a population under according to the recent census* 

The city of Sakotoon was about 4o miles distant fron the f rthe~t 
point of the area studied. Itc: department stores, clothinr nd furniture 
•hops, theatres, libraries, nd education -1 institutions and© available 
services which supplemented those offered by the smaller community centres* 
A 1 rge part of the area wag served by rural Bull deliveries* 

Crcd© schools were tall distributed throughout the areas high schools 

wore located in th© toms* At Saskatoon -rare war I business Ccllugos, 

--------- 

X/ Census of Canada, 1941* 
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a technical school, Normal school, end the University of Saskatchewan. 

Ade uate nodical services were lacking throughout moh of the sroa* 
There ••.•re no local hoapit lc, dentists or opticians, nd only one local 
doc or, /ho Tfus located at Wam>m. A number of fasti ies had to trvsl Sw 
to ' -- to resell the excellent facilities raw tillable at Saskatoon* 

THE F-Pu- FAMILIES.— Go.na. 1 r.h — nvn-r throe- u rt.ers 

, a/ 

of the f na >pe ators were born on this continoat. Half of all tho.e 
iat-j tv ie ed were of Anglo-Saxon origin. The 1 rgest groups of the n ny 
others represented were the Dutch (one-seventh of the tot 1), the Gera- r. 

(one-sight h) , sad the Ruoairui (one-twelfth). 

The average age of farts oper tors of the study was 49 years. The 
sever ge number of the fatally in the home was 4.5 persons. About t o- 
fiftha of the fi rallies reported less th a 4 persons at hone; bout 9 per 
Bant were of 8 or more persons. Families whose ohildren 'ere all dult 
foupriaod n little more th:® one-third of the f rss fasilioa studied. 

The majority of the f m oper tors and housewives h d no high school 
education; only 18 per cent of oper .tors and h8 par cent of their Ives 
h ving h.-d Suae schooling beyond Grade 8. Ho over, h If tho operators end 
elnojt trio-thirds of the housewives had at least tho o uiv .lent of Grade 0 

i, 

educ ti.n. 

— -------- --- 

j/ In the Province of 8 sktahewau the percentage of the population 
which ms Cnnadi.ci or American born - ;s 77.1* Census of Canada, 1986, 
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Sod 1 nd Oultur i AoJJaritlfifl.---I k these, ae in the cornuunitiOG 
#udicd in West Centr'd Albeit,- , evidences of deliber: te provision for 
aociui rid cultural dervelo..«ae t ©re few, Mo t ho&oaakera raErrked on 
their long hours of work each day, which left little tin for leisure 
nativities* Although Sundays were r aldon spent anti ely in working, on 
arny furns neoeaatry chorus took up a. consider ble p rt of the day* Very 
fe poo.le found vac tions oosclblo—fo .or than 14 per cent of hooca-'kers 
reixirted that aoao member of th f ally h n hid ny vacation during the 
Stuly ye r. 

One-fifth of the oo-operatora subscribed to * d-ily paper* Practically 
all of the, took at least on weekly a per, and tao-fi*ths received t 
le t two aagasines a month* About one-third reported Irvin*•. ten or ore 

u 

hooks in tho horns, but these ore, in many c sea, old. Except in few 
rare insi aces, no new books were bought during th© ye-r of study* E n e 
about throe-fifths of operators and iomara icoru a pent fewer than four h urs 
e week n reading, it wes not surprising to note th t only one-sixth u ;ed 
0 ; library of any kind. 

The radio was apparently nn import-nt source of cant, at with th 
outside voadd. Eighty-six per cent of fanilios reported that they wore 
ac oust used to listen to th© daily news; approxir-rv oiy 7o per cent used the 
radio for sotae leisure entert; indent each day* 

Visiting and entertaining, though for the aost part uite casual, vac 

2/ Children*s books end school book.:; excluded* 
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nonetheless of importance for these families* Participation in .ore fora 1 
jsoal ;i activities >>ua not vary general. A few picnics, mrtios and dances 
♦ere hold. Since there were no theatres in the local vllinger!, there 
faglli as .-sight attend * shaws* only l.« Saskatoon. 

tisabershlp in eomunity org;fixations woe less general for these co¬ 
oper tors than for those in West Centr 1 Albert- . One-fifth of hcaom kers, 
and 6 per cent of f- ra eper.tors belonged to organizations, while in the 
West Central Albert area one-third of haaenrdeers nnd can- u rter of 
ope tors reported such membership* It appeared ; r.brblo that the influence 
of the nearby city, which offered nany core facilities and extractions than 
those of the ioc 1 centres, was a Uniting factor to rur-1 oonnunity 
activity in this area* 

HOUSINC .HE HOME OQiWKISN:^ES, —Ex-aim_tion of the structure end 
stile of repair of homes in the are reve 1 id that many of the® were in 
poor condition* Actual ratingr were s follows* 4? per cent poor; 

47 per cent fnirj -rid 1U per cent good* Houses "are il.no -ft exclusively of 
£?eats structure. More thin half of the tot-1 were unpointed frame, about 
tpc—fifths were painted fr.;n®, nd a few were stucco or log homes. 

There? m-s little'evidence of overcrowding, sines about three- urrters 
of the families h;d one or store rooms per person* About two-fifths of the 
hones hid separate dining-room, and nine-tenths of them h d either a 
■eptrate living-room or s living-dinin* room combi nation. About two-thirds 
la d at least one built-in cloth s closet* 



Unimproved dirt colliers or basements were reported in M per cent of 
the horns- 45 per cant h d either fu .1 b sanenta, or partial brisemonta 
i^>i red by the addition of concrete or wooden walla or floors, 

two-thirds of the hones -.-/ere he tod by coal or wood barters, ahi .e 
about one- ui rter h-d centre! heating systea* Sixteen of the :0 hones 
•nr*'.- ha; ted by kitchen stove only, 

foxy few hanos hod fully a uipped b;vthrooas, since only 4 per cent 
had running water >nd only Z per cant a septic i nk. About 6 par cent hod 
parti lly o uip.»od b t'lrooiBS* 

Lighting ms almost exclusively by neons of gas and coal ellj cnly 3 
par cunt had electricity* In about h if the homes & g s or co'l oil c .nil® 
laop cue used, while for over t o-fift! b the old typo of kerosene -Tick lap 
P *- iridad the nly light* 

H If of tho hoaccMdcora used poner v/aehing machines, nothor third 
hiring hand turned washers. 

Furniture h -d, in a gre t many cocee, been parch- ued second hand, ;nd 

Hkl s an long yagers of uorvioo. About hrJLf tho frni .ies hod a cheat orfiold 

1 / 

or lounge, fewer th:n h If h d one or nor® &ney chairs. Pi* nos -"or® 
f«)ui»d in ^no* u rtor of the hocu s, about ona-third h d acme other ueiool 
la. truciont. 

ititcho;. floors were, in 34 par cent of tho hones, covered -1th linoleum, 
although in &ny cases it n dec! replacing, Sosu* built-in cupboards or 

work units were found in 45 per cent of tho kitchen * 


Rockers were excluded 
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LIVING EXPBHIXtTUEES*—The icrmrt &Q tot i living expenditure for the .20 

1 / 

families studied hi Beat Centre! &>.'• skntehewt u m a $1 »4uu. Of this amount 
$91! (65 jxar oozit) w.ua oash ux^onditure, while *4bj was supplied frou t 
fana in the form of food, uae of the f rra house, and fuel, 

J 

Variation in oash Urine expenditure w«s consider-blc. The median 
for the group wua Xha rwigo was even gro- ter th: th-t observed for 

the fnailios in West Central Albert (t excluding extreme v. lues. Do or 
cent of expenditures ranged froo $56- to $l,G4u. 

DliiPrlbul- on of Living Coats. —Exjjendituroa w« classified into tho 
ansae groups of goods and services those outlined in diacuasion of the 

u 

leal Central Albert, families. the percentage allocation of total 
living, expenditure to those groups of goods and services i.:< oha ^n in Chert 

6 . 

Provision of food accounted for ao rly h If of the tot 1 living 
expenditure. One-eighth was al-ottod to clothing, .tout t ic enan pro ortion 
to rent, while ono-t&nth ana s;*mt for ope .ti n gooda. After spending 5 

par oont for heclth, end about th© aeiao aino tnt for sundry pori?>;rud goods, 

the >o families h id left about S per cent for advr.ncu .out goods, a d 1 par 
cent of the tot 1 1 living expenditure for Life Inau? woe. 

i/ the survey yo-r In this ease was Msy 51, 194- to hay 51, 1045. 

2/ Devi vtloct from tho mo. of $911 ' r $453. Ciaapar this with the 

{■andf-rd deviation for West Centre! Alberta which was |42C fro a the ne-u 
of $1,056. 

ZJ So© p ge .4. 
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Soae further observations mey be nude in ret rd tv the distribution of 
eKj.'oridiUuu. Food costs sere $55 per month per ft.-dly t or $1 per month 
pex person. Of thia amount* a little over h If sat cush expeudituo. 

Amu food por uisttee# ' ilK nd crea ore .valued on the r.ver p t Old 
for the your, butter at $55 per foully and ogee at $66 per fsally* 

These f n-alil o. used aore coal th:<a wood* hence only about one-eighth 
of the average of $55 for fuel woe fdmlehod by the farm. The other 1- rge 

item In operation geode was expenditure for ut^aoblle—$C5 per fu i.ly for 

2 / 

the two-thirds having tut mobiles. Hildc hired tooountod for ,n wo p 

of $8. per yo.*-r for the 5 per cent of ioi *iea ©alloying done tio help. 

The survey families eve egad only $10 per ye r for life insur nee. 

About ono~thivd of the f._al.ies paid moat of the life insurance repotted} 
these averaged $50 oseh* 

Fanilies of the West Central 8uiicotcha*ta. & aple • ver ged $?. par year 
for church and oh rity, $3- per yo r for educational expenditure, and t!4 
for vaenti. 03* social activities, .d fees for /g;aoelr.tieaB« 

V -yf^a ;.i..J?bL.juiU.tuaa Fstt^ia. ;jlth . yv-ncs IVv.t for 

|lv —Changes in expenditure patterns* as amounts spent for living; 

lucreu. ad, were very elnilar to thouo outlined for the f aHios studied in 

■ImJ 

Wort Centr?'! Alberta. From low to high expenditure groups, the pro >ortioa 

H It ha s b or. notod that hail of the current expense for automobile v a 
cjburged to the fro bu&ine. a. 

[ sJ The a mo ca;ih expenditure *;roups wore uaed, that is lo t group consisted 
of ll.mil.iea spending les. thtm $600 for living, the high of those , pending 
■cro than $I,~5v. 



of the total living «hioh was oaah expenditure increased froa 6 per cent to 
71 per cent* Amounts spent Tor food, oiotiilug, uid operatic goods Increased 
from two to threo-nnd otio-faalf tines, while expenditures for health, mn 
ftfVii shines, life insurance, person 1 goods, id adv account increased 
nore than fivefold* Percent go of the oaah expenditure allotted to food 
SSfcro sod. Considerable increases era noted i'or health, and for dv snac- 



SETTLEMENT*—A&rlcullur 1 settlement In the woodlisnd regions of tha 
•astern Provinces occurred at a I ter date than in the park belt region 
and on the prairies# Oeogrr. >hiofliiy, the Canadi n pr dries are n extenai n 
o t the American prairie sat, nnd when oeoupatl n of tho more fertile lends 
•hero was completed* lend aoskers settled cross the border hero there 
acre ilk® dim tic and land conditions. T!ie iaaitirants from tho Western 
St' tes aero experienced in tho f rnlsig practices moat suited to prairie 
kgions, n those ./ho arrived from elsewhere learned from the sou thorn 
In JLgrant and remained to ho _.p oettle the more open land first. 

In gonerl* tho land north uid weet of the prtJLrles and beyond the 
Ball grass and light aspen covered region . 31 own as the p ht belt, w s 
eevored crith a heavy growth of 3crab ;md of troos vhioh mad© it more 
difficult to improve for cultiv tion than tho grass covarod pr trio. 

Jfcnaing, too, in those more northerly districts was subject to « i-;rertor 
frost hazard th n in the south. Ail of which retarded settlement in tho 
•oodland /re-3. Thoro a 3 another climatic h z rd, however, which affected 
drop production in the oouth more dver.iely than in the no’-th, »nd which 
lister proved a big factor in accelerating tho settlement of the ./ore 
northerly regions, This was drouth. 

4 -——- ----— —. . 

Tlie material for tho study on tho level of living in th© pioaoer 
arc u of Hortham 3 skatchewm was assembled under tho direction of Uies 
H< ien li. Turnbull, who prepared t i'/drly detailed nd comprehensive report 
entitled n A Luvol of Living Study of Families in tho Pioneer Arons of 
Borthom S akatchowon". Economics Division, Dominion Deportment of Agrio- 
ulture in co-operation with the University of Soskatchcmn, lu45* Unpub¬ 
lished. 
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The settloaent of the prairies took place during tho first two dec des 
of the present century, whan noisture oondltions on the whole rere relatively 
favourable for crop production, a id grain prices were comparatively high. 
Severe and prolonged drouth during the thirties discouraged many farmors 
on the prairies ..aid made the woodland areas appear relatively sore 
attractive. By this time, too, e rlier naturing varieties of grain had 
been developed, the production of ahioh could be adapted to the oomparr.tively 
shorter frost-free period. Burin#; the e rly thirties there » s e big 
■tt- tion of people from the ecuthorn plains into the woodland areas of the 
•Orth and went. At tho euse tine a number of ; >oopl© settled in the sene 
are *8 who had been vdthout rork end on relief in tho cl tie a* 

While a big influx of aettiers into tho more northerly woodland 
ftgioas took place during the thirties, there wore n few such regions fully 
•etiled before that time. Most of there -ore fostered by the church or a 
■iniLur organization. Buring tho twenties the roil veyo sponsored 
fcrigrntion, and e number of settlements in the woodland areas were ti de 
Be x railways. Generally, ho sever, until the late twenties there wr.e far 
less country cce.-aiblQ by railway and good roads in ths north than on 
the pr tries ;md in the parte belt. 

THE PIONEER ARBI AMD ITS FARUfi. —Compared to the ‘<©st Central Albert? 
md West Central Saskatchewan areas which were diocuo ed earlier, this whole 
legion stretching .cross the northern part of the settled portion of 
fasfciitohewan and Albert?', is n pioneer f rming part of tho West today. Con¬ 
or Uy, it is being developed out of bush 1 ud. Tho log buildings and pole 
fences are eossaoa oh racterlatioa of the region. 
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The land varies in its topography from level and undulating plains 
to moderately rolling; high land. The soil vtiries from e bln ok throu/ h a 
degraded to g deeply lerohed grey wooded one. The soil texture v rles froa 
a tend to a clay. 

The type of sgricu.' turn in the woodland arena varies, but generally is 
« mixed orop-Hve stock one. It ia very ranch like that which prevails in 
the? Rod Door-Wetadkiwin area previously disordered, except th t it is in a 
flfcre primitive stage of dervelo.mont. 

In a few of the areas, the major source of income is cash >jn in—wheat 
■King an important crop} in others chief dependence is placed on live stock; 
end in many, the two alter prises are given e ual emphasis. A typical farm 
is one of a uttrtosveeat on in sise with about one hundred acres under 
omli.lv tion, Hh at, oats and barley are the principal crops grown, with a 
smrli field or prtoh in alfalfa, brome or timothy, for hay or pasture. 
tor ia about one-fifth to one- u rter of the cultivated land in 'llos— 
fallowing being done to aid in keeping the land clean rather then to 
can serve moisture. On this typioal f ra there are from four to eight h d 
of cattle, with aossibly throe or four cows rdikod. There is r. brood 
Mv or two, ’’rora which a litter or two of hoga ia raised and finished for 
sola and homo meat supply. Fifty to savonty-fivo hens is usually tho 
extent of the pool ry. Seldom fire sheep found on these f ras. In the lost 
two year* with th© live : tock-,x in price ratio favouring live stock 
preau otlon the typical farm has carried twice the number of hogs India ted. 


* 
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Horses nre the chief source of farm power—the cannon unit being four to 
five head* On 'bout one in four of the pioneer firas is thoro n tractor, 
auvi itc operator usually augments his income by doing cu to® work for 
the neighbours. The divergence from this typical is, howevsr, uite 
parked, There are a few farms, n nely in the Aylah'iM-C&rrug .no are? ad 

In the Meadow Lake area, which ere almost a edicts 0 size, mostly under 

/ 

Cuitiv tiun end with the enterprises to bnlaneej nd there are farms 
with scarcely acre then a g rden patch under cultivation* In low oases 
the3© latter are tho homes of part-time farmers employed in neighbouring 
lumber mills. 

The fact that theie areas were In a pioneer stage of develo »ent 
»tde then of particular interest for the ..tudy of level; of living of fora 
f {Hallies* 

GO&EaJNICATlOliS*—The specific areas of Northern Saskatche an covered 
in tills study of form family living were Preeceville, Bjoxted; le-Carrngauia, 
| and Ayishtim-Ajrolay districts in northeastern Saak tohowon, and tho Meadow 
Lake, Loon Lake, and Good soil districts of northwestern Sask tohewun. 

Each of the settlements are fairly con. act a .rrounding th town or terns 
by which they re known* 

In northeastern Saskatchewan, branch railway linos pass through the 
towns mentioned* In no threat era Saskatchewan c railway line runs a. far 
aa Meadow Lake. Loon Lake is 43 miles from the end of the steel at Meadow 
Lake, and 5k miles from the terminal of enother branch line st St* Wolburg 
to the south. Beyond Loon Lake to the north, dist nee of 5 . miles, is 
Goodsoil* 
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During the la at ten years v;oli graded rods h ve been built south 
trot!) Goodsoil tJid Be dow Like to connect with the older towns of St. 
felburg and North B ttloford, There is u fairly we 1 gr ded rood 
ooru. acting the settlements in northeastern Saskatchewan rith the longer 
settled areas of Tisd de and Belfort. Generally in the parts of those 
newer settled areas which have boon roughly 5u per eont cleared and 
brought under eultiv tion fairly satisfactory dry weather roads have been 
•on tructod. They are by no mo ns as easily tr? veil d as sro the roods 
in oither the West Central Saskatchewan or the ft eat Contr 1 'Ibert re s 
to which reference has been m;de. 

Contrasts were noted also in regard to means of communication (Table 
7 ) . The pioneer farm faailio , who hod farther to travel for many 


Table 7.—Means of Goncmnlc&ticn in Three Farming Regions of 

Western Canada 


; 

West Control 

Albert ... 

i West Central ; North-ra 

i s skatchovsn : Saskatchewan 

fr portion of families having* 

% 

% % 

Automobile 

73 

65 

36 


49 

71 

4 

essential services, had fewer 

automobiles, 

and almost no opportunities for 


co oiunio. tier, by telephone. 

COMMUNITY FACILITIES*—On the whole, the pioneer farming areas were 
fcs well provided with post offices, general stores, nd churches as were 
the Ion; qt aettl d areas to which reference has bean m do* In other 
words, ’’eve ry day needs’* of the farm fiuailies were met almost e u lly 
well in these different types of areas* Tills was net true of the more 


specialised services, Medical f<- cilitlea, e-.d high school*, while within 
r*rah of moat faniiies studied in West Central Alberta, wore eoaper tively 

inaccessible for pioneer families, • nd in some oases for fan! ies in 

' 

West Central 8s ak tohewm (Ch rt 7 )• Exceptions should be noted to this 
finer l statoraant on in cce sibLLity of pioneer families to specialized 
services, in the case of tho^e rural people living near Proeeeville, 

Me; dorr Lake, and Loon Lake Trhore not only hue ltal services are offered but 
also tho services of a resident doctor. 

HOUSING AND HOME CONVENIENCES,—Housing in u pionoer re- reflects 
the ge and type of the settlement. Log h u. ee, often hurriedly c r. striated 
to nest an urgent need, re likely to rem in without major !a rovomenta 
unt i tii > f rv. capital ’■ _y increased* 

Tyn is of structure and finish of the houses differ markedly. While th© 
■oat common type of house in Northern S sk tchewan w s the log hou e, most 
Ooiaiaon in West Central S.^katohewan vas the imprinted, frame hou e. The 
type aoirt common in West Centrcl Albert v 3 painted frame (Table 9). 


T ,( blo 8,—House Con strict 1 n and Finish in Three F arming Regions 

of the Pr drie Provinces 



: West Central 

: best Central 1 

Northern 

Brick 

1 

% 

1 

■jT 

Stucco 

15 

4 

2 

frame, painted 

52 

42 

u 

Fran©, unpainted 

55 

62 

52 

h£E i_____ 

_ l _ 

. . . 1. 

__ 


^-Includes a few houses which were part frame and part log. 
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Houses in the pioneer areas of Morthom Saskutohearan mere scalier than 
thO30 of the other areas* Average number of rooms wore as followsi northern 
s««* toheaai 4*1, West Centr 1 Suakatoho m 6* -, nd /'a t Central Alberta 
5*6* Hhiie about three-fourths of the homes in lf». t Centr* 1 Albert: "nd 
Saskatchewan provided one room or .or© per per sou, fewer tlv n ono-h If of 
the homes in the no re recently settled re a net this at ndnrd# 

Some further data on housing are giver, in Table 9* It is evident th t 
«hl-o a considerable number of home a, even in the tore mature : ettlersents 
of Albert and Sisk tohown ere without built-in clothen closets, b.-.th- 
»oono, end a separate dining-roon, a much gre-tcr number of hoses in the 
■Dr© recently settled northern frees lacked these advent ges. 

Table 9*—Comparison of Some M teri X 'dv nt geo in Hounin^ in Throe 
Farming Kegions of ?r irio Provinces 


{Best Central:West Centrals northern 


.. 1 



tchornn 


% 

ss 

i 

fro’jortion of homes h ving* 

Clothes clo etat one or sjore 

Full basement, or part basement 

75 

65 

39 

vrith iaprovamentB 

57 

54 

53 

Separate dining-room 

45 

41 

14 

Separate living-room 

92 

92 

74 

_ 

_ 1 £_ 

_la_ 

5 


Homes of the pioneer faaiJLas in Northern Saskatchewan . ere, in 
general, distinctly inferior In structure and repair to those lr West 
Central Alberts* Those of West Central Saske ohew n were only a Little 
hotter, in this respect thm aero thoae of Northern Saskatchewan* This 
state of condition in this are;; is no doubt due to the prolonged p riod 
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of drouth and depression of the thirties, the incidence of which fell rao e 
hievily on West Control S •. skat oho wr. than in the other two areas# The 
••tinge on structure end state of repair of f^cra houses in the three areas 
is given in the table which follows (Table lo). 


Table lw,—Eatings on Structure und St te of Repair of Farm Houses in 
Three Farming Rogins of Pr irie Provinces 


■■^•■ a ' ffr=s;:ss:;a 

t V<e S t Central 

t West Central 

i northern 


i Alberta 

; 3- akstoheuan 

: Saskatchewan 

0ood 

% 

50 

% 

11 

10 

Fair 

5~ 

47 

45 

19P.I - 

_is 

_lu,. 

_15_ 


The importance of household conveniences to th fra housewife and 

her family is obvious* Although in all these f rain, districts heat; con¬ 
veniences were few, the families in »est Central Iberia enjoyed a cor.par- 
I [stive ndvutnge in this regard* Families in West Central Saak tchewm 
were in mid-way position, wh la tho^e in northern bt & tchevron hud altaont 

no conveniences (Table ll)* In the latter urea, oleotrlc lighting, 
central heating, seaage disposal, , nd running rater sera almost non- 
- existent* 
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Table 11 *—Hju ehold Conveniences in Three Farming Regions of 

Western Oan&m 


. 

{West Centrals West Centrals 
_ * Albertu_i Santa tchc flan ;S.- 

Northern 

ukatoheran 


% 

% 

% 

fro portion of homes hvings 




Ceutrsl he; ting 

SO 

£6 

2 

- Electric lighting 

15 

8 l 

1 

Cl stem. 

u 

41 1 

10 

’ Sewage disposal (septic tank 

or 



e uivalcnt) 

10 

5 

1 

Running water 

10 

4 

s 

Poer ashing sr-chine 

61 

51 

14 

Sewing machine • 

91 

9* 

82 

Kitchen sink 

59 

56 

12 

Built-in kitchen cupboards 

45 

45 

5w 

I. linoleum on Kitchen floor- 

_&_ 

_ 24 _ 

_ 42 _ 


^In one district of this ere , cisterns were n n ce.-aity since fell ter 
»us unusable. The pro,>ortlon of families having cisterns wa thus high r 
than it other l. e would h vc been. 


FARM FAMIiJES IN THE rlUTCIiR AHD iOSUER SETTLED Al EAS_ Oenergl 


Ch: r :tc‘ri3tics >—Families were b little larger in the pioneer re than 
V; in the other two ureas* the number of the family In the h-me nvoregl ng 
4.3, while in **eat Centr al Saskatchewan it " a. 4.5 and in West Central Alberta 

1 *4..:, Age of fern operators ?tver- god 46, end sbo ed , range end distribution 
I aiail r to that found in the other areas. 


Ae would be expected in a country which h » continued to oneour :o 
block: settlement, in some districts certain n tlonalitiee predominate. 
The general picture for the whole northern region, hovovor, a one of 

variation, Racial origins were n;nyt of the total sample, son thing 
over one-third are of Anglo-Saxon origin, one-seventh were Ec ndin vi n, 

a 


one-tenth French. A little sore than half of the farm operators were born 
or: this continent, f bout one-neventh ere British born, and the others 
European born. It may be reoailed that samples in ‘'eat Centr 1 Albert , 
end West Central 6 ak&tohernn, sho od 08 per cent and 76 per cert 
AneriCfu-born. 

The standard of formal eduo ti n was somewhat lo-.-er in No-thorn 
Saskatchewan than in the other areas (Ch: rt BJ • Thus while 65 par cent 
of f-ona operators in West Centr 1 Albert; nd 5o par cent of tho;;© in 
West Central 5 ok : tchew n had Grade 3 or oors, in Northern S akrtohes -n 
on iy 4u par cent had form 1 schooling to the same extent. 

flftttthl. aaiL ,y^tp.yAtefcfi.- -I’mni lloa of the pioneer area hrve 

been shown to to considerably less fortunate in tho po.seasion of a. torinl 
adv nt ; goo th;m families of the longer settled fArming regions. No such 
• goner diaation, however, con be a do oouoe rainy, th ir social otivltias. 
Jieaponses to ^eetlona on social participation indicated that there were 
;not con si at ant differences between there groups of X.’oaiiies* The v ri tin 
in this regard w .s case from community to co amity, and family to fiuniiy. 

I?:hile vocations were more common in the more prosperous arose, picnics 
e i nd dances were more ooanon in the pioneer settlements (Table 1-j. Church 
f attonduice w e i^oro goner 1 in the «eot Contra! Sr bk tchownn area, and 
there comparatively few social activities were reported. It was noted 
that in the latter t ree were t: roup of f ini lies (x7 per cent of the tot l) 
for whom no social participation was reported. A number of these stated 
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Table 1...—Social Activities in Three Farming Begions of Western Canada 


:West Central* West Central* Northern 






Burch attendance* monthly or oftener 

41 

51 

42 

Some member of the family had vacation 

42 

- 14 

50 

Dp. oca* any member of the family attended 38 

35 

68 

Picnics* any amber of th© family 




1 attended 

51 

40 

78 

parties* any amber of the family !| 




1 attended 

55 

8 

35 

Theatres* any member of tho family 




1 _ 1---- -- 

JEt— 

_8L-. 

—fifi _ 


th t they frowned on such activities. Theatre-going was rare In the area} 
the small ooaau -ity centres hud no theatres. Membership in co inanity 
0rgfJilsntion3 was more cod , on i n both the pioneer ditstricte and the Albeit, 
districts th .a in Boat Central Saskatche '-an* An explanation for the lens 
•on.', on occurrence of community organizations in the latter are: may be 
found in the gre ter distances between farm honor on account of larger 

farms, with cons© uor.t fewer people* less fre uent contact, and more 

- ■ . 

isolation* than exists in the areas studied in Northern Saskatchewan and 
Neat Central Albert * 

The radio appeared to play m import ant p rt in th© lives of f«rn 


faaiHea in all areas* The majority of fiuailioe possessed radios, end 
■out of those who had them reported their use each day (Table IS). Pianos, 
few in all districts, ere found acre commonly in the well settled West 
Central Albartf ant* Other musical instruments, however, which included 
■ ny less expensive types, were more common in the pioneer area* 




Table 15,-Radios and Musical Instruments in Throe Farain; Regions of 

Western Canada 


*»est Ce tr l»Weet Coat: 1 ; Sorthcm 


FbJT3 7*To i ! • L>o*t HflfO " * I »M / **1 


Proportion of homes having! 


Radio in the home 

91 

87 

80 

Radio uaod for daily news 

38 

86 

n 

R-dio used for leisure doily 

69 

71 

50 

Piano in the home 

54 

26 

8 


_sa_ 

?7 

_5.5 


Rending netoriel of oat types w o more plentiful in the hones in 

We t Central Alberta than in those of either of the other are s (Table 14)* 

Ar night bo expected, the time »j>ent in reading was Iso greter. 

Table 14«—Some Cultural Aspects of Homes in Three Farming Peg!one of 

Ketrtarn Canada 


*Weat Central*West Central* Northern 






Books in the hornet 10 or more 

51 

51 

18 

two or more nagasines 

Cl 

58 

25 

Three or raoro weeklies 

67 

40 

55 

Dally newspaper 

12 

22 

1 

Operator spends 4 hours or more per 

v»eok in re ? .ding 

50 

41 

49 


life spends 4 hours or more per 
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FALilhi .*IVMG OffEHEITUBES,—She economic well-being of the farm • ally 
is reflected to ; considerable extent by the : .mount and the type of its 
fppnnri Ituros for living. Fhc study of incomes is the study of v, highly 
variable end an exceedingly complex f etor. But the fana asily, r/hlle 

unable to control m ny of tlie v riati ns in income which result fro>c 
flpLimutio h zi rda and pri -o fluctuations, can and does make every effort 
to maintain its standard of living# There is e. cert in level of ex penditure, 
a certain group of goods and services, hich every family considers 
essential. This level racy be high or low, costly or inexpensive; variation 
is great. All famlli s, however, h vo this in common* that they attempt 
tc maintain their present standard, and to tt in their desired or iris I 
gtmdard of living,• When income is too lo to meet the arally* s minimum 
■tend' rd, r. vin a or fora oi-.pit- 1 itself mey be depl ted, Similarly, 
although few families re ch a st.uid rd they desire to mako perm ent, any 
liurplus income after provision of such n standard wo uld bo converted 
into savings, or increased ce ; d 1. Thus living expenditure is not only 
the objective expraeai n of the at iv-..rd of living, it io truly a measure 
of the "effective income 15 of the farm miiy. 

Thjpp PI :ivg of F: :uU.y Uving ^ .onditures.—Levela of living, s 
measured by amily living expenditures, diff red markedly in th, three 
farming regions under consideration. The pioneer f ra faxailiee of 
Korthexn Saskatchewan spent only about one-half ns ..inch for living a 
|did families in Best Centr 1 Albert-' (Sable 15y. Families of Sfest Central 

■ 


6k>« 


Sask tohewan mrm in a mid-way position in this, a in many ether 

V 

Aspects. 

Xeble 15*—Living Expenditure:; i; Ihree Farming hegiona of Western CaBad& i 

» s ‘est CentmliWe:t Central* Northern 

» i Gilbert , :S. skatohetn-jsS.'ak tohe-an 

Tot;-i living exi>enditure par 


family 

Cash living expenditure j>er 

$ 

1,647 

1,400 

892 

| family 

$ 

1,051 

311 

516 

Oe: h living ns peroent ge of 





total 

% 

63 

65 

58 

fetal living expenditure per 

$ 




l person 

Cash living expenditure per 

538 

311 

185 


person 

t 

*.45 

103 

107 

Average number in amily 

No. 

4.-5 

4.49 

4.82 

lumber of f rallies_ 


,-r y&,.. 


_ 


I ^The ye r of study ms not identical for the throe surveys, but in ell 

oases was between May 51, 1941 and September 1, 1345* 

As pioneer families had less money for c oh living, fra furniah d 

goods made up gre tor proportion of the total v lue of living* This 

was in spite of oonpar tivoly lower actual v lues for f• ra per uirites 
% 

(Table Id). 


%/ In West Central Saskatchewan, since the study ms a;die during iji 
unusually prosperous ye r living expenditures were probably higher than 
the long-time average* Nonetheless the nid-wey portion of the area is 
clearly evident* 



6 % 


Table Id.—FiOju.es of Far-a Furnished Goode in Three Farming Regione of 
, ®Q3texn Canada 


CentralsWest Centr. Is Northern 



Anong the pioneer ftunn fnoiiies, aooonts spent for aver roup of 

x „ 

.foods and services were lower (Table *1 }. Substantial differences sere 
noted in ox,eriditores for food and clothing. For nor famiehi:sgB and for 
ndvanoonent goods, pioneer fnai ion spent le a than no-half of th© amounts 
Spent by f.ssilien in feet Centr 1 Alberts* Gt ah expenditure for operation 
*- :ds was very snail in Northern Sank tehetrnn, heia there were few auto¬ 
mobiles, almost no telephones, and littic urohased fuel. Life insur nee, 
■are in oil are' ©, w-.'S almost non-existent in the .ioneer area* 

Table 17»—-Cash Family Living Xxpenditures 


tr l t North m 



Food 

Clothing 
Operation goods 
Hew furnishings 
Ho JLth 
Personal 
Advancement 



jj The jo groups of goods and services were defined in a previous section, 
P £© ~4« 
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Eiraotlon of Spending bAlAis o am? . ~ V ri< ticns in 

amounts of cash expenditure were acoaapaniod by differences in the 

dir otion of spending (table 13). Where there is lei;3 nay vallable for 
U» the noceasitiss, pi articularly food, end - iso slothing, res count for 
hi greater proportion of the tot ti expenditure. This trend v&a noted t 
Wious expenditure lovals within each are;... In ooap riaon of •: mms it 

m& oven sore cleariy evident. 


table 13.—Distribution of Cosh Living expenditure in thr*-e F rsing Hegi ns 

of W@gtem Ooaade 



""": West Central 3 'West Central 
__1_../Xbart,-.._i S ifetohogaa 


fOOd 

% 

55 

i 

38 

r 

41 

flicthing 

19 

20 

23 

Operation goods 

12 

14 

Q 

lew furnishings 

6 

4 

5 

Health 

8 

3 

8 

Personal 

7 

6 

7 

Advanceaent 

10 

Q 

3 

tile insurance 

5 

/ 


-.....— 

__ 

__ ±iiL _ 

_lag.. 


In the earlier stations of this re.-ort, the. a three ; rs were 


•h rasterised as reproomtative of three incoas levels# the foregoing 
tables, which auiacurize feoiiy living expenditures la the areas for one- 
yo r period, bear witness to such a eh: root aria- ti a. 
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THE iiEOBU^ OF MEASUREMENT*—General appraisal of the levels of Hying 
in three rural are -s hue bom made through an exumln tion of the goods end 
services .ossessed by and available to fern fssi.ieo of these aret s« Level 
of living is exceedingly complex, including not only innunar bia good g and 
services, but also a consideration of their lU&Hty. In view of the 
Importance of coop rlson of tomiJLeB, and of groups of f i-ies, to n 
piller knowledge of faming regions, auEsaary .joaouro of a number of 
as sets of level of living mbs Ounsidered essential, Pram a Halted and 
iLo rly defined concept of 'socio-economic status'’, s ;ch a measure was 
developed* Reference has alr&r dy bean »;*de to the supplementary pr Ject 
in scale con. tructicn, and to the outline of method preentod in another 

y 

re; tort* Brief mention of the gene el procedure ra y be made here, 

Basic to the project was the objective definition of socio-economic 
st tuai the position that a family occupies with reference to the 
pr nr I ling average standards of cultural poi.acseiona, material possesions, 
kid participation in the group aetiviti’.c of the conoujiity. The "provail- 
in overage* standards were considered to be those of the entire population, 
jtnoiuding all districts in which interviews ere made. Thus a run o of 
Conditions was provided which was considered to represent moot of Western 
c* dien faming regions* A group of itous, 87 in number, which ^ere 
believed to be indicator a of socio-economic status, as defined above, 

•ere- combined to fora a tentative rating scale. Each of 678 


y Edwards, F* M. and H* E* Elliott, op* cit. 
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families mss rated according to this scale. One oint of score vrep 
Maignod for e&oh item po seased} therefore initial scores might range from 
U to 87. The rx>, mlatian was next divided into four different levels of 
•core* or ' u&rtilee. Statistical tests ware applied to each item, to gauge 

■sJ 

its utility in differentiating bet eon those levels of status. The 
tixi l scale was constructed of tho 47 items show to be loot effective 
for this purpose. A list o the 3© ite^s, with percentage occurrence in 
the arose studied in this reoort appears in Appendix B. Scores here ft or 

1/ 

ref err od to re based on a scale of these 47 iteris. Tho range in '.core 
It:: from 1 to 44. 

The Measure than provided is independent of current far® Incone end 
expenditure. It represents rather the ca mil ti e ohiveaant of the 
feasily in « tt iniag aame of the possessions and opportunities sought by 
fora families as a group. 

SOOlO-BCMKaac STATUS and rJMLX LlVliki EXPEKDITU1E1 . —The association 


between socio-economic status end "effective incone” or family living 
expenditure was examined further by a division of records into levels of 
st tus. For this purpo. e the entire sample ms divided into four app’ox- 


j/ The total number was 673i 6U2 records to which reference h . beon 

m de, 3 others which were not used in the main report sinea dot on living 
•x -onditures were Incomplete, and 53 records, a a alre dy noted > which were 
obi dned In t icmeor area of northeastern Albeit . 

! E/ The analysis w a thus based on n internal criterion} the ensumptioa 
%eing that score on the initial scale of 87 iteras w s the best available 
index to socio-economic status. 

the seal© ie a tentative measure. The construction of a nooiometrlc 
® c *- e is complex. Many prublecs, particularly that of the representation 
of each aspect of socio-economic st* tus, re uiro further study. 


Table 19«—-Crsh Living Expenditures by Score on the Socio-Economic Status Scale, for Three Frratng 

Regions 











C 8h living expenditures were 



fchon examined within each group, both as average ex,tend!tore per family 


»nd average per person (Tnble 19)* In every oase frallies rhe scored 
higher for aooio-acononic status spent store per person for living* Genejv 

t ly, too, cash expenditure per family was larger, although in high nr 
ore groups faiailioa were 00 a ohat u .ell or* 


IliCOME AKD SOCIG-SCUKCvil STiJFUG* — Areal Differences *—The general 

Association between income and living expenditure has been outline in 

the eoeparison of the throe regions under discussion* These regions ^ro 

& 

Chosen os i-epresont tive of three general inooae levels* and f.taiiiee 
ol‘ the are .3 differed accordingly in amounts spent for living, /.g night 
he expected, when aoclo-economio status was rated by the scale to t/hieh 
ref ere <ie has b-o n made, differences were obaexved b .-tweet: areas on this 
t sis (Table -uj. 


j/ uartllo division was broad or* the tot 1 staple, th. t in, it included 
BZ records taken in northeastern Albert 1943, a d also Z reco rds not u. od 
pi this re.jort because d&t on living expenditures were incomplete* Actual 
division, on the basis of final score, re cult'ad as fo lows* 


ueitile 1, Scores 0 to 14 •*.•••«••.182 records 

uartiie ., Scores IS to ~Z *•••••*•• .* Ido rocordc 

uartile 3, Scores 4 to 30 .* 174 records 

u .rtile 4, Scores 31 to 47 ••••••••••••••• 16. records 


. Furs incomes in West Central Saskatchewan were ahnoimally high during 
the yo.r of the study* Grain yields of 1941 rare sore than twice the long¬ 
time ■ verage, Sc > footnote psge • 
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fable 20,—Socio-Economic St tus and ^Irlnt Expenditures in Three Regions 

of the Prairie Provinces 



t Number s 

t Of ! 

i F 1 

Score or. the 
Socio-Economic 

: Cash Ft rally 

* Living 
Expenditures 


No* 


V 

West Central Alberta. 

202 

28 

1,031 

West Control Saakotche. ;jn 

220 

26 

911 

jfrrthom &uti;,stokassn- 

_ m — 

_ ML- _ 

__ 


Differ ances within Areas. —Khan fmaliios of each area ware divided 
into income groups, a consistent aseoeiatloa bet wee*j Inoome nd score 
4r,e noted (Table 1}. The spreads in both the cash family living cx.ieneee 
arid in the socio-economic roores wore .vider in the older than in the 


4 J/ The meueure used for separating the f ns oocording to lncor. me the 
lordly labour ©’ roings. It is a frra management term defined ne the returns 
to the op© tor and unpaid noabsrs of his family in addition t fern per uie- 
itos after interest has ba n deducted on capital. Inform tl:n concerning th© 
family labour oaroin.a on the f r.as covered in northern S< skatohewrm nd West 
ientrnl Saskatchewan was obtained directly from the f rtn business records of 
th sane faxes taken for th© same year*. On about 15 pur cent of farms 
fcvored in th© hovel of Living Study of the Rad Deer-Viet? aki dn rer f-na 
account*erc kept for a dairy farm bualnesc survey conducted by the Domini m 
■aonosd a Division in oo-oper&tion with the Prevince; information on family 
labour e mings was obtained directly from these accounts* An analysis? of 
those '-ecountc served ns a basis for o tim tin, th© f nily labour incomes 
ff t .© masininj, * .ran covered in tho Level of Living study of tho sane 
S3 , rod from sup lementaiy inform'ti n obtained on these firms on Inven¬ 
tories nu aulos of fora produce during the year of the study. 

| The i -ngea of finally labour comings indicating low, medium, and high 
income groups of Northern ftn3kntohewan tec-re up to $400, $4ol to $70o, and 
over |7oU; of West Central Saskatchewan up to &1,4CU, £l,4ul to $a,40u # and 
9vor $1,400) nd of West Central Albortn up to $70o, $701 to $1,100, said 
ever $i,10u. It sriil be noted that the family labour o minga of TJost 
satr 1 Saskatchewan for 1943 ?ore considerably higher than in other are .s* 
lero have bom very few years in the past in this district r itim tho em- 
i r© chad these figures* Crain yields for tho crop yoir 134 - ere more 
than twice the long-time average of t5»e district* 
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jionoor areas ' s betueon the different lnooras groups* 


table 21*—2eore on the Socio-Economic Status Scele by Income Groups 

for Thr © Farming haglons 



jp- t Central AltaiA- 
s Cash t 
i Family; 

: Living: 

Income: Expen-s Average 



’Beet Central i 

Shskatohenan_ t 

t Cush t i 

; Family: j 

:Living: : 

lac one: Expox:-. Aver age : 

Croup tdlturfli-Smaa_ jl 


Boxtham g afr-tcheraa 

s Cash i 
: Family: 

: Living: 

Incoae;Expen-j Average 

tout, 


lev 026 25 Low 725 24 Low 445 IS 

■diUB 921 27 Medium 897 25 Median 499 14 

*<•- • — -Ills'll .1*145 --*LkiUli ...,..,5.v„'5 -dZ. 

Thao whiio it is evident that there Is a positive relation between 
foeio-ticononic status and income in all araaa, It is ore pronounced in 
tlx.’-:© which have rex chad o greater degree of maturity. 


It has bean noted tint the c ah living expenditures of the f -rsj 
families in Southern Saskatchewan avsr&god about one-half those of West 
■Kitrax Albert.., find loss thi-n two-thirds those of host Central Saskatchewan* 
is to be expected in a comparison of My nee settled area, with are s 
#oio a ture, whan opportunities for earning income ?a*e Oouparble* The 
nti.d of funds with which to sake dditior; d l?md and building improve: er.ts, 


end to purchase e uiimeait raid stock during the pioneer stage compels the 
settler to stint on his living. He is willing to accept a lover level of 
giving in anticipation of building up a business which will later sustain 
s higher level. Ho savor, it appe re th t the opportunities for earning 
Inaoiae in the present eet-up is not jus f vourable in the northern are a 
so in the others. The estiatod income of the farmers in the pioneer arsas 






n. 

evor&ged only a Lightly more thru* one-half of tho -e in either of the other 
two fiTtauaj and the farmers in those arc b a.jont as large a proportion of 
ihair income or. living a» they did in the sore mature arena* Shis des¬ 
cribes the avenge, It is eertaii* there sere a number of farm businesses 
in Northern £ okntohevim which provided gre ter surpluses th.v., is indie? tod 
for the average, to provide for the growth of tho f ru bauineus with which 
to earn larger incomes and attain a higher socio-ooonoaic status. 

In general, then, inoome and amount of the current living expenditure 
jrere rei tod t uoeio-eoonaadc »rt;.tus« But was income an independent 
a ;d ©xciuaivo footer? What of other f. ctors sometines thought to be 
Associated with high or low :of»io-eoonoaic statue? Family -fell-being 
depends on intorcctioa of innumerable forces* The complex t sic of acusnl 

jpnclysis is not attempts here. Cert? in of the core striking associations, 

* 

fcc ever, which were noted between socio-economic status end such chcrr.cter- 
leiics ue education, birthplace, and si:;o of family lary be mentioned 
%riofly* Suah discussion nsy be of interest and, it is hoped, of com® 

*se in future studies as the analytical approach becomes possible* 

EBJC/TlOfi mt 30&O-E0UNQSII0 JSTATUS*— Education appeared to bo con¬ 
sistently related to cocio- oonomic status and living expenditure. The 
at sura used une the weighted oduoati n, that is, tho average number of 
J& .r a of schooling, of operator and homesaaker. 

1* A greater extent of formal schooling of operator and hc-aoa'-ker 
»?:» associated with higher scores on the socio-economic status scale* 

£« A greater extent of formal schooling m s associated with higher 


living expenditures por person* 




3 . In gaaoral oo-operetors who reported more formal schooling had 

or fsallies* 


Tale aeaoeiatian Vrtwean education and level of living was evidently 


not entirely do.Kinuont on current income. families or e oh district 
dera divided Lito iacotae groups* the as sura used being the estia.ted 

j/ 

ffemily labour s rrdngB for tho currant ya j. Those are referred to as 
, the high, medium, and low inoorae (-roups for or oh district. Within or oh 
■Scone group* families having raoro education had also higher ooores for 

t cio-eeaacaio at Ws, uad higher iivitt, expenditures (Table aii)m 

Table . *—Socio-Economic Status Score ;m& Living Expenditures 
by Educ: tion at Various Inoono Levels 


K * * _tijbfirtrt_ 

: ; : Cash 

i : Soeio- ;Living 

Income i leers of ; Eeonoaioi per 


* West Central * ©i t Central t Korthem 

• Alberto S, * -- 

: Cash : 9 Cash 9 : Gosh 

: Soeio- : Living ; Soeio- ; Living : Sooio- : Living 

a Economic; per ; Economic. per ; Economic; per 


8.5 and less 

8.6 and /era 

iun 8.5 ;nd less 

8.6 end nore 

h 8.8 and less 


^Average for operator find homoaaker. 


2J Sea footnote, /. re S3. 
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BIRTHPLACE /JIB SOCIO-ECONOMIC STATUS.—An • e ool ;-f on appeared to 
riiit between socio-ooonomic status and birthpV-ce, the n tive bom fare 
families aooriov higher tlt»m did foreign born (Table 21!). Tha complexity 
f interrel ti nshipe in family "oil-being re p'rtioulsrly evident her©, 
kirthplaoe was related, not only to socio-economic status bat to odu *« tion 
fend to fid.ze of family. 


Table 25.--Socio-Economic Status find Living Expenditures According to 
Birthplace of Operator by Income Groups 


i : lest Central ; last Central s Sorthem 

J J s Snr-teatohegaa 

i » Socio- »Average ; Co:io- tAverage ; Socio- : Average 

iiooiae : Place of : Economic; Si ;je of ; Eoono.iics8i?se of s Economic Size of 


Beniu- 


SiCh 


Hattve 

26 

4.0 

25 

4.1 

14 

4.5 

Foreign 

21 

4.0 

19 

5.4 

S 

4.6 

Motive 

28 

4.1 

26 

4.5 

12 

5.2 

Foreign 

25 

4.8 

22 

4.4 

15 

5.5 

Hative 

52 

4.5 

50 

4.7 

18 

4.4 


Those born in the Britioh Islee excluded—numbers too few for group 

orisgen. 


SIZE OP TAiSLLX MB SOCIG-EOOKQMIC STATUS.—Tha sise of family appeared 
to h:ve had some effect on the eooio-QCcnojrlc rating of the hose. Gene ally 
ee the faaili -r increased in sise the score declined; cash living oosts per 
Hr non decreased. 


For each o5’ the three arons the farm families »aro divided according 
to income and subdivided by sise of family. Whl the decline la the 
sec o-eaonoaio score is not regular, n trend toward a lo tor socio-eoonoaic 
r:4ing occurs as the sia© of the family incre nos (Table 4)• 


Table ‘.A . —Soci o-Eoonotaic Status and Living Expenditures According to 

Size of Family by Incorao Croupe 
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j > I Cash : i Cash : s Cash 

i i Socio~ :Living t Sooio- :Living : Soc La- :Living 


Iaoarac i Size of t Koonoaio: per t Eoanosic: per t Eaononta: per 



Low 

Less than 3 

m 

366 

24 

246 

15 

144 


3 to 3.3 

26 

278 

23 

249 

15 

158 


4 to 4.3 

20 

167 

23 

17-2 

13 

97 


S to 6.9 

26 

181 

20 

144 

12 

75 


7 and over 

25 

126 

16 

96 

10 

77 

Modiun 

Less than S 

51 

370 

28 

375 

15 

170 


3 to 3.0 

28 

296 

25 

256 

16 

153 


4 to 4.9 

27 

U2 

26 

206 

10 

92 


5 to 6.9 

29 

-44 

24 

183 

15 

103 


7 and over 

22 

99 

23 

123 

12 

72 



As stated* the purpose of the foregoing presentation on the more 


significant factors associated with vari tiono in levels of living is 
sorely to indicate the general associations which apparently exist, arid to 
point cut the interrelationships. 
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LEVEL OF LIVING HdPPLIMENT TC RECORD::! OF PIONEER inlua BOblnEEL 

Dote taken 


lord No. M;me of Operato r _P.O. 

at ion: District__ _J?arm_ 

BUILDING nND FiHatfSTEnD R-ICING 


Buildings 

1. House--Construction_P.oof S torey s R ooms_Heating System_ 

Windovrs--adequate in numbe r _Size___ 

Means of Artificial Lighting___ 

Basement—Pull_or_; Dirt_^_o r ; Cistern - p _ 

Sewage Disposal_p. Rnnn i ng Water_ 

P■:int___Lightning nods_ o crsen Docr_Lindows—Screen_Storm 

Ver&ndoh—Open_or_;Furnishea_; Clothes Giosrts—No._ Wa ore_ 

_FI o c r s _W el 1 s _ 

Notes re Comfort and Convenience of Horae (Specie! note re .rrengement of 
Work Units in kitchen)_ _ 


A. Modern Conveniences end Labor-Saving Devices—Sewing machine_Telephone 

Washing Machine—Power_Hand_ ; Bathroom_Pint urea_ 

Cream Separator___; Churn_____; Dumb baiter_ 

Built-in Cupboard._ T o Dining Room_Sink_ 

Accessory Buildings—Ice Hous e S moke House_ Summer Kitchen_ 

3. Type of Wall and Floor Finishes-- 


Room 

- — , — »•—~y 

Floors 

Walls 

-——. 

1 Woodwork 

I i 

Windows 

Finish : : nddl.Cover 

j Shades 

Curtains 

Drapes) 

Kitchen 

DiningRoom 

LivingRoom 

Bathroom 

Bedrooms 1 

3 

4 



i i 

1 


i 



r j 

j 





j | 



- - —J 



| i 

I 





{ i 

i ! 

| 




i jj j 

j 


i 



j ! 



_ i 

1 ■ ' 

_ 

i[___ [ 

1 


_ 
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4. 'Type of Furniture cud Furiiiahiriga-- 


Room Article Wo, 

i Orgl. \ 

Type Cost ! .go 

i ! 

i Condition 

Present! 
Value 1 

Kitchen Range 



\ j 

T c-.b J. 0 



! 

Chairs 


, j 

Work Table j 

| j ! j 

Osh i net 

j ! . _J 

Other : ! 


Dining Table 

< 

! i 

Room Chairs 



Buffet 


I | ; 

Tebleware 

r" 


i 


Living Chesterfield 

j 


i ! 

Room Lounge 

; j 


i 

Easy Chairs 

i 


-- -i 

Occasional Chairs 



l 

Bookcase 

j 


i 

Books 




1 

t 

Musical Instruments 
Radio . 

j 



i 

i 

Piano 





Organ 

l *“ 

| 


Gramophone 

« 



i 

Other _^ 





Reccing Ltmp 




j 

Deck 

i 



1 

Occ-. sion-. 1 Table 

1 



si 

General Sewing Machine 

j 



j 

_1 

Furnish- He :ter 

! 




iage Kitchen Equionunt 

J 




Bedrooms Single Bee ; ; 

_ 


_5 

Double Bod 

] 1 


Dressers 

i 


, \ 

W.ashstands 

J 


i 

Wardrobes 

i i 



Bedding 

| 

1 



1. General—Cleared_; Level_ ; Winubredg. 


Barnyard separatee by fence from dooryurd 

£. Do o ry ar d -L av:n_ _ 

V eg at nbl o Garden__ 


Hedge_ 


Type. 


Entrance Walk 


Water Supply (for house)—Source^ 
Distance from House 


f ence)_ 
Plover Garden 


Other Buildings_ 
__Deptli(of Wella)^ 


(feet) Pumping System__ 
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Food 

Purchased—Gro c eries 


LIVING hi Piuiclo 
Quantity Value 

Ia Health 


Number Value 


Fruits & Veg., 

Meats__ 

Produce 


Produced—Milk 


Creem__ 

Butter 

Bggs_ 

Meat 


Vegetables. 

Fruits 


Clothing 


1.Pork— (MenjLocsJL Store, 

City,_ 

(C there )HSail.lO»dere 


Doctor- Emergency Calls 
Medical Zmans 


(Others) Loo,ul^^tore^ 
City_ 


Mail Order 


2.Dress-(Men)Local Store. 

City_ 

Mail Order_ 

(Van e n) Lo c .1 It o re. 

City_ 

Mail Order__ 
(Children) Lee 1 Store, 

City__ 

Mail Order 


1 Fualfi 
Purchased, 
From Fein, 
t Light—_ 


-X 


Maids Hi red-- 


li Telephone-- 


II Automobile-- 


fill Nev; Furnishings —_ 

Furniture_ 

Household Supplies— 

Sewing Machine_ 

Pushing Machine_ 

0 ..rpst s, curt c ins, et e. 

Bedding_,___ 

T-.hlew-:re__ _,_, 

Kit chan equipment_ 


Dentist_ 

Nurse,_ 

Occulist, 

Hospital, 


Medicine-Prop* y.Redmedies_ 
Tonics(vit. ,min. ), 


Cemetery. 


Life Insurance 


au 


Operator 


Others 

| 

j 

P ersonal 

Bund ry (t cb,,b ser,et c. ) 

J 

j 

1 • 
j 

Soci, -1 (dances, shov»s, etc. ) 

j i 

Vacations 

j j 

{ 

*m3 6GC i -t i 021b 

1 *i 

.iducation 

School Books 

' 

1 

I 

I 

Fees 

h 1 

i i 

! 

| — —,—■———J 

away to Schoo l 


u-jxey to College 

i 

Partension courses 

j 

j 

Music Lessons 

1 

j 

'Musi c 

1 

Books 


Ma&ajunes 

: 

Nevfsp.. per —daily 


Ncme: weekly 

■ 

Church and charity \ 
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jf j v 1j i U-JB J.T y'j 

Provision for Peed 

re-, cl: Potatoes__ . Garden_ _ _Greta, r a__ 

Enough for Cummer Potatoe s Vegetables._Fruit 

/amount Grown: Lnough for '.inter, also _ 

Fruits grown in Orchard__ ___ 

Bees kept: lie. Hives_ .Amount of Honey Used_ 

■Storage cl Food. 

Do you store vegetables ana fruits other then conning?___If so, How?., 


Vegetables Canned—(a) Quarts of toia. , :-.toes_ 

(b) Quarts of others 

(c) Quarts of piekles_ 

Quarts of Fruit Canned--licrnegrown (tame) 

Wild_ _ _ 

Tame (purchased) . 


Quantity of Jernes and Jellies 


Do you have oun supply of moat for whole year? 


(a) .’-mount canned _Types_ 


iOncunt smoked 


(o) mount cured^_ _ ___. 

puntity of eggs preserved z'orwinter*-(In vntfcr gl ss_ 

(b) By other mo - ns. 


Types. 

TV'oes 


decu-. pv of Hat 


lilk-Bo oil members of family drink milk? 

Do you use one Hut per person per day 
Do you use whole or skim milk? _ 


Quantity as bev 


Use of dea 


Do you use udditionel cream each day?__ : _ 

-Is supply of fresh meat fcvc.il e bit •11 sramer-from stores.. 


from beef ring_ 

supply of fresh meat -..vailable all winter—from stores_ 


bori$-kill ed 


Use of Zggs-Do ell members of family eat eggs?__ 

Dc you use one egg per person per day or more?. 

Use of Veg.-oc Fruit-Do you have two vegetables doily._ 

Do you have salad dniiy?--in eucsae-r__ 


..Regularity_ 


Do you have fresh fruit doily—in summer_ 

Do you hi ve tomatoes or citurn fruit daily. 


.in v*int;-.r_ 
.in v;inter_ 
freoucntl 


y_ 


Use of Ceroulb-Bo you serve whcla*>gre.jn cereals for breakfast-cooked_prepared. 

Do you use white bread—onl y _mostly_____ 

Do you do all your own. baking--bread___other__ 

Do you use . ny home-ground grains_____ 

Frequency of use of Desserts:--Fresh fruit ____conned fruit_ 

cere*l milk puddings l custards_ 

ice-cream.__ j ello _ j am, j elly,hone 1 /.. 




seldom have . ny_ 


6 
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LIVING rG-EIio 


homo Life 


1. Leisure—Is there *» certain amount of leisure time allowed each. day?_ 
How vised 


Do you spend hundRy—Working 


Resting,, 


Visiting, 


Entertsinin g S port 

Hobbies enjoyed by: husban d _ by wife 

2. Radio-Used for: Kev/s 


Church Other 


Leisure--each dey„ 
Reading—No. received of—Mugezinee 


for farm information 
sometimes 


N ev; ap e p ers—weekly daily 


Books: Nonber bought each year 

Regular use of library*-Travel.ling_ 

school 

Public 

V.hoat Pool 

Other 

Tins spent in reading per weak: liuob nd 

ft- if 

G 

-v-.ho.t mu3ic.il instruments do you possess? 

flay 

Do f mily members t::ke music lesions U 

o. Tricing 

Instrument 


entertainment enjoyed by Family? 

Is rc,dio <" source of f .niiy entertainment— 

rogul. rly 

S OiH‘ t1 iiV: ci c 

Is music a means of family entertainment— 

rc-gularly 

sometimes 

Do you play games—bridge Other 

Facilities for outdoor sport a—b-.ll game a 

ri nk 

other 

Hor often do you h.v.- guests: Invited 

for mer.ls 

evening 


weekend 

longer 

Uninvited 

for rue.. Is 

evening 


weekend 

longer 

ii—Do you eat in the kitehen-.il/ey 2 

ugu.- lly 

sometimes 

Does housewife do outside work*-gardening 

milking 

poultry 

other 

Do hired men share farm home—for sleeping,. 

foi 

0 ut> 1 


7. Health-Do you hav--—periodic modi cel exams. 


periodic dental ejceins 


Members 

of 

family wearing eye glasses 

where procured 


Members 

of 

family needing attention to 

eyes 


Time d.c. 

r>t o 

n account of illness lest ys 

ser—husband rife 


History 

of 

serious illnesses in family 




General health rating of family. 


8. Education—Facilities for getting children to—grade school. 
Correspondence courses used _ 


Hi school 


9. Tima sway from farm--Do you visit friend r — for b<.1s: once _• week_ones month, 

on holidays_seldom_ 

• V, "* 


evenings: once t week 


on holieayg 

V.vcations / no I mport.-.nt Trips 


:noc month. 


Does family move tc town for '.Inter 





































